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AICC stands
firm against
PM SHRI rollout
in Kerala

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The All India Congress
Committee has hardened
its stance against imple-
menting the Centre's PM
SHRI scheme in Kerala, indi-
cating that it is unlikely to
accept the arguments put
forward by Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan.

The indication came even
as Satheesan met Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi at his
Janpath residence on
Monday. The meeting, is
learnt to have focused pri-
marily on organisational
matters in Kerala. Sources
said there was no discus-
sion regarding the PM SHRI
project during the meeting.
However, there are clear
indications that the AICC
has taken a firm position
against implementing PM
SHRIin Kerala, viewing it as
part of the Sangh Parivar
agenda in the education
sector. AICC General
Secretary K.C. Venugopal
had made this stand clear
the previous day.
Satheesan, on the other
hand, has been maintaining
that PM SHRI should be
implemented. He had made
his position clear in the
KPCC Political Affairs
Committee as well, arguing
that the state should sign
the agreement to secure
Central funds. The Centre
had also sent a letter
seeking clarification on the
signing of PM SHRI. A section
of Congress leaders pointed
out that PM SHRI has
already been implemented
in Congress-ruled states

State may join PM SHRI

if key conditions are met

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi/Thiruvananthapuram

The state government is
set to hold a fresh round of
talks with the Centre on the
implementation of the PM
SHRI (Pradhan Mantri Schools
for Rising India) scheme, with
Chief  Minister V.D.
Satheesan's ongoing visit to
Delhi expected to bring the
issue to the fore.

According to top govern-
ment sources, the state is
willing to move forward with
the scheme only if two key
conditions are accepted —
the Centre should not inter-
fere in the state's curriculum
and the right to select schools
under the scheme should
remain with the state govern-
ment. The state has decided
to put forward these riders
and renegotiate the memo-

randum of understanding
(MoU).

The development comes
on a day Chief Minister
Satheesan met Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi in Delhi.
Satheesan had earlier clari-
fied his position at the KPCC
Political Affairs Committee
meeting that the scheme
should be implemented,
even if with conditions, to
ensure fund flow.

The Chief Minister's stand
is driven by fiscal compul-
sions. The Centre had earlier
sent a letter to the state
seeking clarity on signing
the PM SHRI MoU, linking it to
the release of pending funds
under Samagra Shiksha
Kerala. The government
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maintains that more than
Rs 1,000 crore due to Kerala
is not a favour from the
Centre but the state's rightful
entitlement, and it can be
ensured only if Kerala
remains a partner in the
scheme.

The current position marks
a sharp contrast to V.D.
Satheesan's stand while in

Opposition. As Leader of the
Opposition, Satheesan had
led the attack against the LDF
Government for "secretly"
signing the PM SHRI agree-
ment. In October 2025, he
accused Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan of "deceiv-
ing" the public by protesting
against the Centre in public
while signing the agreement
in private, saying even the CPI
had been "humiliated" in the
process.

After initially opposing the
scheme for two years arguing
that it would pave the way
for the National Education
Policy (NEP) and saffronisa-
tion of education, the previ-
ous LDF Government signed
the MoU with the Centre on

October 23, 2025.

CPI ministers had raised
objections against the state
government joining the PM
SHRI scheme in the Cabinet
meeting, echoing the LDF's
stand that PM SHRI was part
of the NEP 2020 which it saw
as a tool for pushing "saffro-
nisation of education".

Facing internal and public
backlash, the LDF
Government quickly put the
brakes on the move.

At that time, Satheesan
said Vijayan had bowed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's pressure, which he
described as inextricably tied
to the "anti-federal, commu-
nally divisive and patently
centrist" National Education
Policy (NEP).

The strongest internal
resistance to the...

CONTINUED ON >> P2

ISRO remains
a govt organisation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bengaluru

ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan on Monday said
the space agency remains a
government organisation
and dismissed concerns
over its privatisation, saying
it is working with private
companies and startups to
expand India's space ecosys-
tem. His reaction came after
nine employee associations
at ISRO wrote to the
Chairman on September 4,
seeking official clarification

ISRO Chairman
V. Narayanan

on the proposed transfer of
its manufacturing and oper-
ational functions to private
entities. Speaking to
reporters after the...
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Police mishehavior against BRS

women MLAs at T

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Hyderabad

High tension prevailed at
the Telangana Assembly ses-
sions as police action against
women representatives
sparked widespread outrage.
Former Minister and BRS MLA
Sunitha Lakshma Reddy
broke down in tears after
being stopped by the police
while heading to the
Assembly in a black saree.
She alleged that officers
insulted her and pulled her
saree during the altercation.

BRS MLAs and MLCs were
attending the session
wearing black attire to

protest against the 1000-day
rule of the Congress...
CONTINUED ON >> P2
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CM V.D. Satheesan meets Leader of the Opposition of

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi in New Delhi on Monday.

Satheesan meets
Rahul, seeks full-time

KPCC president

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan has urged
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to appoint a full-
time KPCC president at the
earliest, stressing that the
state unit cannot continue
without a dedicated organ-
isational head.

The meeting between the
Chief Minister and Rahul
Gandhi in Delhi concluded
on Monday. During the talks,
Satheesan conveyed his firm
stand that the appointment
of the new KPCC president
should not be delayed

further. According to
sources, Rahul Gandhi
responded that a decision
would not be delayed.
Satheesan's main con-
tention before the high
command is that the new
KPCC chief should be
someone who can work in
close coordination with the
government. The UDF
returned to power in Kerala
after a decade, and the Chief
Minister is keen to have a
party president who will
ensure smooth government-
party coordination.
Even after incumbent
Sunny Joseph was...
CONTINUED ON >> P2

Five, including
Dy Commissioner,
suspended after
building collapse

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi on
Monday suspended South
Zone Deputy Commissioner
Rakesh Kumar and four
engineers pending discipli-
nary proceedings, after a
building in South Delhi's
Satya Niketan collapsed,
killing seven and injuring
several others. The suspend-
ed officials include
Superintending Engineer
Ranvir Singh, Executive
Engineer (Building) Lalit
Kumar Goel, Assistant
Engineer (Building) Sunil
Chauhan and Junior
Engineer (Building) Ashish
Kumar of the South Zone.
The action comes after a
decades-old five-storey
building housing a boys'
hostel collapsed in Satya
Niketan on Sunday. The sus-
pension orders were issued
by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
Vigilance Dept on the direc-
tions of the civic body's
commissioner under the
DMC Services (Control and
Appeal) Regulations, 1959.
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Ordered Demolished

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The MCD has given the
owner of a building in south-
west Delhi's Satya Niketan
three days to demolish the
structure after it was found
to bein a"ruinous and dan-
gerous condition”, following
the collapse of a five-storey
building in the area, which
resulted in the deaths of six
individuals.

On September 6, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) issued an order
for property no 13 in Satya
Niketan, directing the owner

oroccupier to tear down the
structure, citing that it posed
a threat to residents, visitors,
passersby, and neighbour-
ing buildings.

The collapsed building
was property no 14, accord-
ing to an MCD statement.

The notice was issued
under Section 348 read with
Section 491 of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act,
1957, by the Executive
Engineer (Building)-1 of the
MCD's South Zone.

In the order, the MCD
stated, "It would demolish
the building if the...

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Why Vijay not speaking on law
and order 1ssues? asks Udhayanidhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICGE
M Chennai

Tamil Nadu Leader of
Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Monday accused
Chief Minister Joseph C. Vijay
of adopting "diversionary
tactics," following his blister-
ing attack on the DMK in the
Assembly, alleging the latter
did not respond to pointed
questions on the state's law
and order.

Speaking to reporters after
the main Opposition party
staged a walkout from the
House, he accused Vijay of
shielding a shadow cartel
run by his close aides to
monopolise state mining
contracts, while dismissing
the CM's assembly address as
a"memorised cinema script."

Udhayanidhi stated that
instead of answering his 15
specific questions regarding
the state's "deteriorating law
and order”, including recent
daylight murders, the Chief
Minister "resorted to diver-
sionary tactics".

He accused Vijay of deflect-
ing to decades-old issues
like the Sarkaria Commission

and MISA, while reading out
pending Enforcement
Directorate charges against
Opposition leaders.

The Leader of the
Opposition stated the DMK
boycotted proceedings after
Speaker |.C.D. Prabhakar
denied them an opportunity
to rebut "baseless" corruption
allegations leveled by the
CM during his 45-minute
reply to the debate on the
police (Home) department's
functioning. Leveling direct
allegations of state-spon-
sored monopolisation,
Udhayanidhi said: "Vishnu
Reddy, his brother-in-law
Sujay Reddy, and their busi-
ness partner Anil Reddy have
now taken full control of all
government-run mining
operations. I am going to
release the evidence for this
one by one." There was no
immediate response from
the individuals named by
the DMK leader. Calling the
CM a "dummy" whose rise to
power was an "accident,”
Udhayanidhi said the CM
himself faces an unresolved
Income Tax case for alleged-
ly concealing Rs 15 crore.

amil Nadu Chief

Minister C. Joseph Vijay
on Monday trained his guns
on the main opposition
DMK in the Assembly by
alleging organised corrup-
tion and illegal collection of
"party funds" during its
regime. Citing Enforcement
Directorate documents, the
Chief Minister listed alleged
corruption during the pre-
vious DMK regime in the
municipal administration
department and in the
state-run liquor behemoth
TASMAC.

Relying on such official
papers, Vijay alleged former
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
and his deputy Udhayanidhi
were cited by the Central
agency as among "benefi-
ciaries" in respect of collec-
tion of alleged "party funds."

Former Excise Minister
V. Senthil Balaji and his
brother Ashok were also
cited by the CM in respect of
alleged corruption in

Vijay accuses DMK of ‘organised
corruption’ during its tenure

TASMAC. "Dishonest inten-
tion, what a great achieve-
ment that is DMK," the CM
asserted again, referring to
the Union Government
agency's papers.

The allegations led to a
major showdown and the
main Opposition strongly
opposed the Chief Minister's
statement and a ruckus
ensued. DMK MLAs sur-
rounded Speaker |.C.D.
Prabhakar's podium, raised
slogans and rushed to the
well. Vijay initially cited the
Sarkaria Commission report
of the 1970s over alleged "2.5
per cent corruption in
tenders," during the then
DMK regime led by M.
Karunanidhi. Citing the
"Karur gang" reference by
the ED over alleged graftin
TASMAC, he said even ille-
galities were done in an
organised manner and
alleged that "this was the
scientific corruption” during
the DMK regime.
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No plans to retire!

Mammootty
is here to rule..
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From Chaya Kada to Chai-in-Cup:
This 21-yr-old is brewing new tea culture

THREYAMBAKA A.B
M Thiruvananthapuram

In a state where the neigh-
bourhood ‘chaya kada’ is
practically a way of life, a
21-year-old entrepre-
neur is betting that
Kerala's relation-
ship with tea is
about to change -
not by replacing the
ritual, but by making
it fit inside a cabin, a
hospital corridor, or a
bank counter, in under sixty
seconds.

Athul Krishna, founder of
the viral instant-tea startup
"Choodu," has built a business
on a simple premise:
biodegradable paper cups
with tea or coffee premix

sealed at the bottom. Add hot
water, stir, and the drink is
ready before the minute is
up. But behind that simplic-
ity lies a deliberate rejec-

tion of shortcuts - in sourc-
ing, in materials, and
in the machinery
itself.

"Choodu is the
best product for
those who value
time," Athul says,
explaining the two

customer bases the
product was built around.
Currently supplied to IT
offices, private companies,
and hospitals, the product's
core pitch is about what
happens when employees
step away from their desks
for a cup of tea.
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"If their workers have to go
outside to get tea or coffee,
it takes them 15 to 30
minutes. When they leave
and come back, it badly
affects the company's pro-
ductivity."

But Choodu's second pitch
is more emotional than logis-
tical — a taste of home for
people who've leftit behind.

"Our tea and coffee have a
native, South Indian taste," he
says. "When we travel or go
to different places, we miss
many things from our native
town. Our product is a simple
way to bring those things
back."

Asked how his product is
genuinely different from tea
vending machines already

flooding office pantries, Athul
doesn't hesitate: "Not every-
one likes the taste of machine
tea. Personally, I don't drink
machine tea."

The deeper claim, though,
is about quality, and here
Athul turns unexpectedly
blunt about an industry he
says has quietly let con-
sumers down. "Choodu does
not use tea powder from
popular branded or large
plantation companies,” he
explains. Instead, the startup
sources directly from small
farms of two to five acres.

"Sadly, we are often con-
suming the lowest grade of
tea and coffee powder pro-
duced in our own land," he
says, describing...

CONTINUED ON >> P2

Mari e:
SC to hear
Centre first

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday said it will await
the stand of the Central
government on a batch of
petitions concerning the
criminalisation of marital
rape before fixing a suit-
able date for hearing on
the issue.

Senior advocate Indira
Jaising mentioned a peti-
tion related to the prosecu-
tion of a husband for
martial rape before a three-
judge bench headed by
Chief Justice Surya Kant.

Jaising, who appeared
for the wife, said although
the matters are scheduled
to come up for hearing on
Wednesday, the Centre
was yet to file a substantive
reply. "Union has not filed
a reply, except a prelimi-
nary objection," the senior
counsel said.

"Matter is listed on
Wednesday. Union will
appear. We will see what
they say and then we will
fix a suitable date accord-
ingly," the bench, also com-
prising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohana said.

The batch pertains to
constitutional validity and
interpretation of the provi-
sions concerning martial
rape in the criminal law.

Under the exception
clause of Section 375 of the
Indian Penal Code, now
replaced by the Bhartiya
Nyaya Sanhita, sexual inter-
course or sexual acts by a
man with his wife, the wife
not being minor, is not
rape.

The top court had on
January 16, 2023 sought
the Centre's response on a
clutch of petitions assailing
the IPC provision which
provides protection to a
husband against prosecu-
tion for forcible sexual
intercourse if the wife is an
adult.
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‘Splder Sabu
Nabbed
Mid-Burgla

in Kodungallur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thrissur

Notorious interstate
thief 'Spider Sabu' was
arrested by Kodungallur
police on Sunday night
after being caught attempt-
ing to burgle an unoccu-
pied house at
Vadakkenada.

The break-in occurred
around 11 p.m. at the
locked residence of Rajeev,
who was away at the time.
CCTV cameras installed at
the property alerted him
about the intrusion via his
phone, prompting him to
immediately inform the
Kodungallur police.
Officers who reached the
spot found the main gate
locked and scaled the com-
pound wall to enter.
Spotting a light on the
upper floor, they confirmed
the suspect was still inside.
As police closed in, the
man attempted to flee
through a rear window
but was caught on the
spot.

Police recovered cash
allegedly stolen from the
house from his possession.
He had reportedly entered
by breaking open a rear
window before ransack-
ing the property.
Questioning revealed his
identity as Sabu, known as
'Spider Sabu', an accused in
several criminal cases
across districts. He is also
named in a murder case
linked to a robbery-related
killing under Kozhikode
Medical College Police
Station's jurisdiction. Police
say the arrest is signifi-
cant given his extensive
record and history of
evading capture.
Investigators are now
probing whether he acted
alone or with accomplices,
and tracing his movements
before the attempted bur-

glary.

Varika Varika Sahajare..
When the song returned home

SABLOO THOMAS
M Thiruvananthapuram

Oon the morning of
September 5, Teacher's Day,
the assembly ground of Govt.
VHSS, Mancha, Nedumangad,
didn't start with a prayer. It
started with a call; Varika
varika sahajare...

For a few seconds, there
was confusion. Then recogni-
tion. The 95-year-old freedom
song, recreated in a clear
young voice by Artificial
Intelligence, filled the school.

With that, the school began
its 70th Aikya Kerala Piravi cel-
ebrations — not on November
1st, but two months early.

The programme was called
'Vasantha Rashmi', named
after two beloved retired
teachers — Vasanthakumari,
former DEO and teacher of the
school, and Rashmi K.S.,
former headmistress. The two
women jointly released the Al
video. In the front row, watch-
ing his grandfather's words
come alive, sat Kirankumar,
grandson of poet-freedom
fighter Amsi Narayana Pillai,
with his family. It was exactly
the full circle Principal R.
Ranjith had imagined.

"We wanted to go from
Guru to Keralam," he said at
the teachers-led special
assembly. "From Teacher's
Day to Kerala Piravi. Two
months of remembering who
made this land."

PTA President K.S.
Udayakumar presided.
Headmaster Satheesh M.S.
and teachers honoured the
retired teachers, gave cash
awards to meritorious stu-
dents, and watched as chil-

Freedom fighter Amsi Narayana Pillai's grandson
Kirankumar visits Govt VHSS, Mancha, Nedumangad,
during the launch of the school's 70th Kerala Piravi
celebrations on Teacher's Day.

dren handed handmade
greeting cards to their gurus.

But the soul of the day was
a man who never taught in
this school.

Amsi Narayana Pillai was
born in May 1896 in Amsi, a
small coastal village near
Thengapattanam. Search for
it today and you will find it not
in Kerala, but in Kanyakumari
district, Tamil Nadu. In 1896,
there was no Kerala. There
was Travancore.

Son of Thanupilla
Uthampilli and Kunju
Lakshmi, young Narayanan
grew up on stories of
Veluthampi Dalava. He took a
secure job as a clerk in the
Travancore Police
Department and then did the
unthinkable — he resigned to
join the freedom movement.

He turned to journalism.
After a stint as sub-editor of
Swaraj, he launched his own
weekly in 1924 from
Trivandrum — Mahatma —
with Gandhi's blessings, to
spread Gandhian thought to
every home. He marched in
Vaikom Satyagraha and

Guruvayoor Satyagraha, his
poems serving as his protest.
His moment came in 1930.
As Gandhi marched to Dandi,
25 volunteers led by Ponnara
Sridhar decided to march
from Thiruvananthapuram to
Kozhikode to join the Salt
Satyagraha at Payyannur.
Amsi was among them.

They needed a song. Amsi
wrote it overnight — ‘Varika
Varika Sahajare, swatantrya
samaram cheruvan’— Come,
come comrades, to join the
freedom struggle. They sang
itin every village. The British
heard it too.

Travancore banned it.
Cochin banned it. Malabar
banned it. The Thrissur
Magistrate summoned him,
and Amsi was sentenced to
six months in Viyyur Jail for
writing and singing a song. It
was later published in his
book  ‘Padayalikalude
Pattukal.’

He would go on to write
‘Gandhi Ramayana’, where
Gandhi is Rama, India is Sita
and the British Raj is Ravana
— a book the Madras

Government promptly
banned. In 1941, the poet-
prisoner returned to his illit-
erate village and started Amsi
High School so others could
learn to write.

He died on December 9,
1981, in the same village. In
2019, his banned song
returned, roaring in Prithviraj's
Lucifer’.

“Why is his village not in
Kerala.”

That is the history Mancha
wants its children to learn.

On November 1, 1956,
Kerala was born under the
States Reorganisation Act,
merging Travancore, Cochin
and Malabar into one
Malayalam-speaking state.

In that same reorganisa-
tion, the four southern taluks
of Travancore — Thovalai,
Agastheeswaram, Kalkulam
and Vilavancode, including
Amsi — were merged with
Madras State to form
Kanyakumari, because of their
Tamil majority.

So the Malayalam poet who
gave Kerala its marching song
officially belongs to Tamil
Nadu.

Mancha's two-month-long
celebration, from Teacher's
Day to Kerala Piravi, is built
around this irony — that the
idea of Aikya Kerala is bigger
than today's map.

It started on September
5th with two teachers' names,
a grandson's visit,and a song
rebuilt by Al It will end on
November 1st, when a new
generation in Nedumangad
will finally know why a village
in Tamil Nadu still sings in
Malayalam — Varika varika
sahajare.

MLA seeks backdated appointment for Palayam Pradeep

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Chirayinkeezhu MLA
Ramya Haridas has once
again come out in support of
Palayam Pradeep, the
Congress worker suspended
by the party in connection
with the recent incident
involving the MLA and party
workers in Chirayinkeezhu.

Ramya has now
approached the Legislative
Assembly Secretariat seeking
the appointment of Pradeep

as her Additional Personal
Assistant with retrospective
effect from May 21, 2026.
The MLA submitted a letter
to the office of the Assembly
Secretary on Monday,
requesting that Pradeep’s
appointment be given effect
from May 21. In her letter,
Haridas is understood to
have stated that Pradeep
had been working with her
from that date and therefore
sought the appointment with
retrospective effect.

Ramya had earlier

approached the Speaker’s
office with her request to
appoint Pradeep as her
Additional Personal Assistant.
However, the Speaker’s office
reportedly informed her that
the request should be sub-
mitted to the Assembly
Secretary. Following this clar-
ification, the MLA
approached the Assembly
Secretary’s office with a fresh
letter on Monday.

The request will now have
to be considered by the
Assembly Secretariat in

accordance with the applic-
able procedures governing
the appointment of person-
al staff of legislators.

The move also places the
focus on the extent to which
a legislator can seek the
appointment of a person
facing party disciplinary
action to an official position
in her Assembly staff. The
Assembly Secretariat’s deci-
sion on Ramya’s request is
therefore likely to be closely
watched within political
circles.

BJP accuses UDF of yielding to
pressure from Muslim organisations

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

BJP State president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar and nation-
al executive member P.K.
Krishnadas on Monday
accused the Congress-led
UDF Government of coming
under pressure from Muslim
organisations and alleged
that religious groups were
attempting to influence the
functioning of the state
administration.

In a Facebook post,
Chandrasekhar said threat-
ening or pressuring a demo-
cratically elected Chief
Minister was unacceptable.
He alleged that the IUML
and its allied organisations
were seeking to determine
how the State should func-
tion through their “dictates”
rather than the constitution
or rule of law.

Chandrasekhar alleged
that Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan was unable even

BJP State president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar

to make a simple statement
supporting women's rights
because of the government's
dependence on the IUML
and “extremist organisa-
tions”. He also alleged that
the government had yielded
to such pressure inits stand
on Central schemes, includ-
ing PM SHRI and Ayushman
Bharat.

He further referred to
demands for withdrawal of
police cases and said the
government should be

accountable to the constitu-
tion and people, “never to
vote-bank politics”.

Krishnadas, meanwhile,
said an article in the EK
faction of Samastha's mouth-
piece titled “Chief Minister
should speak with decorum”
was the latest indication of
a “dangerous political situa-
tion” in Keralam.

He alleged that the article
amounted to an attempt to
threaten and humiliate the
Chief Minister and claimed
that the relationship
between the EK faction and
the IUML had enabled the
League to exert pressure
through the religious organ-
isation.

Referring to Muslim
League MLA Firoz's demand
for withdrawal of police
cases against YouTuber
Abdul Basil, Krishnadas
alleged that the Home
Minister was also being sub-
jected to pressure from
within the ruling front.

PNC Menon to settle Thiruvambady
Devaswom’s Rs 57-crore loan

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thrissur

Gulf-based businessman
and Sobha Group founder
P.N.C. Menon has stepped in
to settle a long-standing loan
liability of Thiruvambady
Devaswom, one of the prin-
cipal participants in the
Thrissur Pooram, with South
Indian Bank through a Rs 21-
crore one-time settlement,
according to information cir-
culated by the Devaswom.

BJP Keralam president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
thanked Menon for the
reported intervention,
describing it as a significant
gesture towards the
Devaswom. In a post on X,
Chandrasekhar shared a
message claiming that the
Devaswom's outstanding lia-
bility with South Indian Bank
had risen to Rs 57 crore and
that Menon had agreed to
settle the account by paying
RS 21 crore.

A report by Business
Benchmark News, citing the
message circulated by the
Devaswom to its members,
said the original borrowing
from South Indian Bank was

around Rs 38 crore, which
had subsequently grown
into a Rs 57-crore liability.
The reported settlement
would therefore reduce the
outstanding liability by about
Rs 36 crore.

The precise history of the
borrowing and the terms of
the settlement were not
immediately available in the
public domain. The
Devaswom's financial diffi-
culties, however, have been
documented in the past. Its
official website had earlier
appealed for financial
support, stating that the
institution had faced a finan-
cial crisis following the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Thiruvambady Devaswom
is one of the two principal
Pooram participants, the
other being Paramekkavu
Devaswom. The two lead
the major processions and
ceremonial events of the
annual Thrissur Pooram.

The Devaswom is also
involved in the management
of the Thrissur Pooram
Exhibition. High Court
records show that
Thiruvambady Devaswom
received Rs 1.6 crore each

from the 2022 Pooram
Exhibition proceeds and Rs
2.3 crore from the 2023 exhi-
bition, alongside
Paramekkavu Devaswom.
The court records also note
that the Devaswoms receive
contributions from devotees
and the public in connection
with the Pooram.

Menon's intervention
comes against this backdrop
of financial pressures on the
Devaswom. If the reported
settlement is completed as
stated, it would remove a
substantial liability and
provide the institution
greater financial room to
manage its temple, cultural
and Pooram-related activi-
ties.

Menon, who hails from
Palakkad, began his busi-
ness career in Oman in 1976,
starting an interior-decora-
tion enterprise. He later
established Sobha's Indian
operations and built a multi-
national real estate and con-
struction business. His offi-
cial biography records his
work on major projects in
the Gulf before his expansion
into the Indian real estate
market.

75 and no plans to retire!
Mammootty 1S here to rule

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Mammootty turned 75,
and the superstar is showing
no signs of slowing down.
Far from retirement,
Mammootty has a packed
lineup of films, with several
major projects announced
on or around his birthday,
reaffirming that the actor
still has plenty of stories and
characters left to conquer.

The actor had two notable
releases this year. The first
was ‘Patriot’, his much-antic-
ipated collaboration with
Mohanlal, which hit theatres
in May. Directed by Mahesh
Narayanan, the film brought
together an ensemble cast
featuring Mammootty,
Mohanlal, Fahadh Faasil,
Kunchacko Boban,
Nayanthara and Revathi. The
film went on to receive pos-
itive attention and emerged
as a success.

Mammootty also made a
cameo appearance in
‘Chatha Pacha’, adding
another title to his 2026 fil-
mography.

But if his birthday
announcements are any-
thing to go by, the superstar
is only getting busier.

Mammootty enters the
world of OM

Among the most talked-
about announcements is the
Tamil film ‘OM’, written and
directed by Rajkumar
Periasamy and produced
under the Wunderbar Films

banner. The film stars
Dhanush and Sai Pallavi,
with Mammootty playing a
significant role alongside
the lead cast. The film also
features music by Sai
Abhyankkar.

The makers recently
shared a glimpse of
Mammootty’s character,
Burma Karthikeyan, through
the ‘Siya Entry’ introduction
video. The glimpse quickly
caught fire on social media,
with Mammootty appearing
in a striking and stylish
avatar.

Sporting the look of a
gangster with political influ-
ence, the actor’'s command-
ing screen presence has
already generated consid-
erable curiosity. While the
makers have kept details
about the character under
wraps, the title and first
glimpse suggest that Burma
Karthikeyan could be a for-
midable presence in the film.

Mela: Another new avatar

At the stroke of midnight
on Mammootty’s birthday,
another project was
announced, ‘Mela’, directed
by Nitish Sahadev and pro-
duced by Mammootty
Kampany.

Nitish Sahadev, who previ-

ously directed ‘Falimy’ and
the Tamil film ‘Thalaivar
Thambi Thalaimayil’, is set to
experiment with
Mammootty in a new avatar.
The title poster introduced
the superstar in a rugged,
rough-edged gangster look,
once again proving that
Mammootty continues to
embrace characters that
allow him to reinvent
himself.

Mattanchery Mafia, Law
and order joins the lineup

Mammootty is also part of
‘Mattanchery Mafia’, directed
by Khalid Rahman and pro-
duced by Plan B Motion
Pictures. The film features an
ensemble cast including Asif
Ali and Naslen, with music by
Sushin Shyam.

With Khalid Rahman’s dis-
tinctive filmmaking style and
a cast that has already gen-
erated interest, the project
adds another promising title
to Mammootty’s increasing-
ly diverse lineup. Adding to
the list is ‘Law and Order’, a
film directed by Ranjith and
featuring Mammootty in the
lead. The announcement has
further fuelled anticipation
around what the veteran
actor has in store for his next
phase. At 75, Mammootty
appears to be in no mood to
step away from the spotlight.
Instead, he is choosing chal-
lenging roles, collaborating
with a new generation of
filmmakers and continues to
move across languages and
genres.

State may join PM SHRI

scheme within the UDF
has come from its key ally,
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML).

The IUML, which holds the
General Education portfolio
in the UDF Cabinet, had taken
a firm stand against PM SHRI
when the previous LDF
Government entered into
the agreement. At the time,
party leaders had said that if
the UDF came to power it
would "throw the PM SHRI
MoU into the Arabian sea."

Under the 2023-27 plan,
two schools in each block will
be developed as PM SHRI
schools, with an average cost
of Rs 1.13 crore per school,
funded on a 60:40 Centre-
State ratio. The total budget
is Rs 27,360 crore over five
years, including Rs 18,128
crore from the Centre.

Satheesan meets Rahul,
seeks full-time KPCC
president

inducted into the state
cabinet, he was holding the
post of the KPCC president.
Party sources admit that the
absence of a full-time KPCC
president is already causing
serious organisational diffi-
culties in the state, and the
AICC leadership is of the view
that a new appointment is
essential as soon as possible.

Several names are under
active consideration by the
high command. MPs Benny
Behanan, Kodikunnil Suresh,
Shafi Parambil and Anto
Antony, along with MLA
Mathew Kuzhalnadan and
senior leader Joseph
Vazhakkan are in the race.
Earlier, leaders including K.
Muraleedharan and Sunny
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Joseph had also conveyed
their views to the high
command.

Mathew Kuzhalnadan is
learnt to be one of the key
names being considered
from the K.C. Venugopal
camp. Meanwhile, the high
command has entrusted
AICC general secretary in-
charge of Kerala Deepa
Dasmunshi with the task of
seeking the opinions of
senior state leaders and
former KPCC presidents
regarding the new chief.

In a significant develop-
ment, Mavelikkara MP
Kodikunnil Suresh met Chief
Minister V.D. Satheesan in
Delhi and reiterated his claim
for the post of KPCC presi-
dent. During the meeting,
Suresh is understood to have
told the Chief Minister that if
his current position as an MP
was seen as a hurdle for
being considered for the
party post, he has already
decided not to contest the
next parliamentary elections.
He made it clear that he is
willing to dedicate himself
fully to the organisation as a
full-time president.

Suresh, a senior Dalit
leader and multiple-term MP,
has argued that his experi-
ence in both organisational
matters and parliamentary
politics makes him suitable
for the role at a time when
the party needs to balance
governance and organisa-
tional strengthening.

ISRO remains
a govt organisation

inaugural ceremony of
the ninth edition of the

Bengaluru Space Expo (BSX)
here, Narayanan said India's
space programme is about
64-65 years old, and that at
present there are 56 space
assets in the sky serving the
common man of the country,
but there is need for many
more.

From Chaya Kada to Chai-
in-Cup: This 21-yr-old is
brewing new tea culture

how branded packets
often contain stems and
stunted leaf cuttings discard-
ed by quality processors. "We
do not do that. We directly
procure high-quality leaves
and process them."

The sustainability pitch
runs just as deep. Choodu's
cups are built on what Athul
calls a "Zero Plastic" concept,
using certified bio-paper with
a scannable QR code on every
product. Inside, what many
mistake for a tea bagis actu-
ally something else entirely.
"Its actual name is Bamboo
Paper, which we bring from
Assam," he says. "Normal tea
bags are plastic-coated.
When you pour hot water
into a cup with a plastic-
coated tea bag, the plastic
chemicals melt into your
drink. That's why we avoided
tea bags."

Perhaps the most unusual
decision in Choodu's short
history was Athul's choice
to rebuild his own manufac-
turing machinery rather than
import an existing one - a
decision that cost him extra
upfront but has since
become central to the
brand's story.

"If I want to make even a

minor change to my product,
I don't need to depend on a
third party," he says. "Since |
built and modified it myself,
I know every single detail of
the machine." The cost, he
estimates, ran three to five
lakh rupees higher than
buying off-the-shelf. But the
payoff went beyond flexibil-
ity. "The very reason you
called me today is because of
this machine," he says. "If |
had justimported a machine,
we wouldn't have received
this much publicity."

Athul's path into food man-
ufacturing wasn't easy. Before
Choodu, he spent three years
in software development and
ran a small marketing
agency, work he describes as
creatively unsatisfying.
"Traditional businesses, like
my marketing agency or soft-
ware development, had the
same competitors and no
real difference," he says.

"l wanted to bring a solu-
tion to a real-time, real-life
problem." The shift wasn't
just professional but physical.
"As a software developer, I
just had to sit in front of my
laptop. But in the food pro-
duction industry, you have to
be extremely careful because
the health and lives of every-
one who consumes your
product are in our hands."

Priced between 12 and 15
rupees a cup depending on
flavour and location, Choodu
has found early traction in
some of Kerala's most recog-
nisable institutions , includ-
ing Amala Hospital in Thrissur
and banks like Canara Bank
and SBI. Athul recalls the
moment he realised the idea
had legs. "Even without me
pushing much, clients from
almost all the categories |
had noted down started

approaching me," he says.
"Honestly, I didn't have that
much confidence in my
product initially. But then |
realised that our product is
indeed something they really
need." His ambitions for
Choodu now stretch beyond
convenience into habit-for-
mation. "I want a normal
person to add our product as
adaily need in their routine,"
he says. "l want everyone to
transition to that mindset,
where instead of wasting
time waiting around, they
use our product to manage
their time better."

Delhi Building Ordered
Demolished

owner or occupier failed to
do so within three days of
receiving the order and
recover the cost from the
owner as arrears of tax."

This action follows the col-
lapse of a decades-old five-
storey building that housed
a boys' hostel in Satya
Niketan on Sunday, which left
atleast six dead and several
others injured.

Police mishbehavior against
BRS women MLAs at
Telangana Assembly

government. Terming it a
"dark day in Assembly
history,” Sunitha Lakshma
Reddy expressed deep
anguish over the incident. In
arelated incident during the
arrests, police reportedly
pulled MLA Sabitha Indra
Reddy by her hair while
forcibly pushing her into a
police vehicle. The harsh
treatment of elected women
representatives without basic
courtesy or respect has
drawn sharp criticism.
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On Saturday mornings, a
group of people gathers at
Museum or Kanakakkunnu,
finds a quiet spot and opens
their books. There are no
introductions, no compulso-
ry conversations and no
expectations to finish a
certain number of pages.
They simply read together.

For ‘Trivandrum Reads’,
that silence is the communi-
ty bond, says its curator Binny
Baburaj. The group, inspired
by ‘Cubbon Reads’ in
Bengaluru but independent-
ly developed, recently held its
160th session. What began as
Binny’s attempt to turn a
solitary habit of reading at
the Museum into a collective
activity has become a regular
meeting point for people
looking for something
beyond the conventional

social circles.
“We try to give them a
silent atmosphere to read,

and that's mainly it,”
Binny.

The sessions attract begin-
ners, regular readers and
those simply trying to main-
tain a weekly reading habit.
Around 20 people now
attend each session, com-
pared with nearly 40 earlier,
with college-student partic-

says

ipation declining.

Trivandrum Reads is not
alone.

The Hobby Club, which
began with a small sketch
walk in July 2025, has grown
from four or five participants
to a WhatsApp community of
nearly 100. Its activities
include sketching and her-
itage walks, mostly held in
public spaces such as the
Museum and Kanakakkunnu.

Urban Sketchers
Thiruvananthapuram brings
together people from differ-
ent walks of life every Sunday
to sketch. Dragons Vault,
meanwhile, has created a
community around
Dungeons & Dragons and
other tabletop role-playing
games. Started with three
members around 2023, it
now has more than 200
members, with about 50
regular participants.

The activities may vary,
but the impulse seems to be
the same - to do something
you enjoy, together.

In a growing city like
Thiruvananthapuram, where
people can live among thou-
sands yet remain socially
isolated, these groups are
creating a “third space”- a
place outside of home and
work where people can meet
new, yet likeminded people
with ease.

Finding company, one hobby at a time

Unlike traditional social
circles, membership does
not require years of familiar-
ity. One can arrive alone,
participate in the activity
and leave without obliga-
tion. The lack of pressure to
perform something unfamil-
iar could be one reason more
people prefer such spaces.

These spaces are not
entirely free of barriers. Yet
many of these groups delib-
erately keep costs low, using
public spaces and taking the
members' comfort into con-
sideration.

Perhaps their appeal lies
precisely in that low-pressure
form of belonging. In a city
where social connections
can become increasingly
fragmented, people are
finding companionship
without having to actively
search for it. The hobby might
merely be an excuse for a
space to belong.

Two killed,
two hurt as
slab collapses

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M |dukki

Two workers were killed
and two others seriously
injured on Sundaywhenacon-
crete slab collapsed during
demolition work at Sancho
Home, aretirement facility for
elderly priests located behind
Muthalak kodam Girls High
School in Thodupuzha. The
deceased have beenidentified
as Joy and Anoop, both expe-
rienced construction workers
from the nearby Kothaman
galamregion.The twoinjured
are migrant labourers who
were part of the same work
team. According to officials, the
accident occurred while the
four-membercrewwasdemol-
ishinga portion ofan old wing
ofthe facility as part ofongoing
renovation work. As the
workers dismantled a heavy
walland concrete ceiling slab,
the structure gave way without
warning, collapsing directly
ontop ofthemand trappingall
four under the debris. Reside
nts, alongside teams from the
Thodupuzha Fire and Rescue
Services, rushed to the siteand
worked to free the trapped
men from the wreckage. Joy
and Anoop were pronounced
dead, while the two injured
workers were rushed to Holy
Hospital in Muthalakkodam.

KPCC loses two
MLAs on same day

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

The Congress in Keralam
suffered a double loss on
Monday with the death of
former Chittur MLA K.
Achuthan, 76, and former
Idukki MLA Jose Kuttiyani,
87, veteran leaders who
played significant roles in
the party organisation and
public life in their
respective regions.

Achuthan died at a private
hospital in Alathur, while
Kuttiyani died at the Medical
Mission  Hospital in
Kolenchery at around 11 am.
Both had been undergoing
treatment for age-related ail-
ments. Achuthan represent-
ed the Chittur Assembly con-
stituency for four consecutive
terms from 1996 to 2016,
winning the seat in 1996,
2001, 2006 and 2011. He
entered public life through
the Kerala Students Union
and later became active
among farmers.

Born into a farming family,
Achuthan was closely associ-
ated with the cooperative
sector. He served as president

K. Achuthan

of the Thathamangalam
Service Cooperative Bank and
was chairman of the Chittur-
Thathamangalam municipal-
ity for several years. His son,

Sumesh Achuthan, is the
sitting Chittur MLA. Chief
Minister V.D. Satheesan
described Achuthan as a
popular leader who valued
people's affection over posi-
tions. He said Achuthan had
been considered for a minis-
terial berth when the
Oommen Chandy govern-
ment was formed in 2011 but
chose to continue as an MLA.

Satheesan said Achuthan
consistently represented
farmers and ordinary people
and played an important role
in strengthening the

Jose Kuttiyani

Congress organisation in
Palakkad district and the
cooperative sector in Chittur.

Kuttiyani was the first pres-
ident of the Idukki District
Congress Committee after
the district was formed. He
represented Idukki in the
Assembly in 1980 and 1982
and served for a long period
as an AICC member and
member of the KPCC execu-
tive committee.

A lawyer by profession,
Kuttiyani was a close associ-
ate of former Chief Minister K.
Karunakaran. He also served
as president of the Idukki
District Cooperative Bank and
vice-chairman of NAFED. He
played a significant role in
building the Congress organ-

former

isation in the hill district.
Kuttiyani had a chequered
political career. He was out of
the Congress for a period
following disciplinary action
before returning to the party
in 2022. He contested the
2009 Lok Sabha election as an
independent with NCP
support and later joined the
Trinamool Congress, serving
as its state president.

Leader of the Opposition
Pinarayi Vijayan condoled
Kuttiyani's death, recalling
his contributions to the devel-
opment of the hill-region
population and describing
him as an accomplished
cooperative leader. Vijayan
expressed solidarity with
Kuttiyani's family members
and colleagues in their grief.

The deaths of Achuthan
and Kuttiyani on the same
day mark the loss of two
former legislators who repre-
sented different regions of
Keralam and belonged to dif-
ferent generations of the
Congress, but were both
closely associated with the
party's organisational work
and the cooperative move-
ment.

CM seeks safety review of NH-66 after accident

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

ChiefMinisterV.D. Satheesan
has urged Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari to order
a comprehensive review of
safety arrangements along the
ongoing National Highway-66
construction corridorin Kerala
following the death of eight stu-
dents in a road accident at
Kaipamangalam in Thrissur.
In a letter to Mr. Gadkari, the
Chief Minister expressed deep
sorrow over the accident, in
which the students were killed
in a collision involving a truck
on the NH-66 construction
stretch. He said the tragedy
highlighted the need for stricter
safety measures at construction
zones and called fora thorough
investigation into the circum-
stances thatled to the accident.

He requested the Union
Minister to direct the National

Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) to conduct an immedi-
ate, independent and time-
bound safety assessment of all
stretches of NH-66 where con-
struction is under way. The
review, he said, should cover
temporary traffic diversions,
road lighting, warning signs,
reflective markings, barricades,
delineators and crash barriers,
particularly at points where
trafficis diverted from the orig-
inal carriageway. The Chief
Minister also sought strict con-
trols against unscientific and
illegal parking of vehicles,
including heavy vehicles, within
construction zones. He stressed

the need to examine whether
adequate mechanismswere in
place to prevent hazardous or
unauthorised parking and to
regulate the movement of con-
struction and heavy vehicles.
He further called for an assess-
ment of whether contractors
and concessionaires were com-
plying with the safety condi-
tions and trafficc-management
plans prescribed by the NHAL
The effectiveness of supervision
and monitoring by the author-
ities concerned should also be
examined, he said. Describing
NH-66 as one of Kerala’s most
important infrastructure pro-
jects, the CM acknowledged its
significance for connectivity
and the state’s economic devel-
opment. At the same time, he
pointed out that thousands of
motorists were currently trav-
elling through temporary diver-
sions, narrowed carriageways,
unfinished stretches and con-
struction zones.

Palakkad double murder: West
Bengal Worker named prlme suspect

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Palakkad

The investigation into the
gruesome discovery of a
woman and child's dismem-
bered remains inside three
sacks in the Bhavani River has
intensified, with police now
suspecting the involvement of
multiple individuals and
naming a prime suspectin the
case.

The Pudur police, led by
Agali DySP R. Ashokan, have
traced the sacks found at
Cheerakkadavu in Agali on
Sunday - commonly used for
biryani rice and distributed
from Tamil Nadu - back to a
specific retail shop in
Kottathara, in the Attappady
region. Investigators are now
reviewing the shop's sales
records and CCTV footage to
identify the buyer. Forensic

examiners suspect specnallsed
cutting tools or machinery
were used, given the precision
of the decapitations. The
manner in which the body
was folded into a seated posi-
tion, wrapped repeatedly in
plastic, and split across three
sacks has led police to con-
clude it is unlikely to be the
work of a single person.
Police have named a plan-
tation worker from West
Bengal as the prime suspect.
They have also confirmed the
victims-awoman in her thir-
ties and a girl of around five -
are not from Attappady's local

tribal communities.
Investigators are pursuing a
theory that the woman was
married to a migrant labour-
er from another state, with a
domestic dispute suspected
as the motive. Missing-person
complaints from Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, particularly
border districts like
Coimbatore, are being cross-
checked.

The remains, believed to
have been submerged for five
to seven days, are undergoing
examination at the
Government Medical College
Hospital in Thrissur, where
DNA samples are being
extracted for identification.
With forensic and retail evi-
dence now converging, police
say the case has moved from
an identity search to an active
pursuit of a suspected
network behind the killings.

Kaipamangalam crash:
Students were under
influence, fleeing cops

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thrissur

The investigation into the
horrific crash on National
Highway 66 at
Kaipamangalam, which
claimed the lives of eight
engineering students from
Tamil Nadu, has taken a sig-
nificant turn with the emer-
gence of forensic evidence
and details of a violent alter-
cation moments before the
tragedy.

Preliminary forensic and
post-mortem findings led
by Dr T.S. Hitesh Shankar,
head of the Forensic
Medicine Department at
Thrissur Medical College,
has confirmed that the stu-
dents were under the influ-
ence of alcohol at the time
of the crash. In a Facebook
post, Dr Shankar clarified
that while most of the stu-
dents tested positive for
alcohol consumption, this
alone cannot be conclusive-
ly stated as the cause of the
accident. Blood samples
have since been sent to the
Chemical Examiner's
Laboratory in Kakkanad,
Ernakulam, where experts
will determine the exact
alcohol concentration and
test for the presence of nar-
cotic or other chemical sub-
stances.

More disturbingly, accord-
ing to the Special
Investigation Team (SIT), the
students had stopped at a
hotel in Pathamkallu,
Thalikulam, around 16 km
from the crash site, report-
edly to take a room, when
an argument with local res-
idents escalated into a phys-
ical altercation. Alarmed
locals alerted the
Vadanappally police.
Sensing that a police team

was on its way, the stu-
dents are believed to have
panicked and fled the scene
at high speed, heading
toward Kochi.

Investigators now believe
this panic-driven flight
directly contributed to the
crash, as the vehicle, travel-
ling at excessive speed, rear-
ended an illegally parked
goods truck on a poorly lit,
under-construction stretch
of NH 66. The truck's driver,
Tukaram Kamble, fled the
scene immediately after the
collision but was later taken
into police custody. He has
been booked for culpable
homicide under Section 105
of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

The tragedy has also
drawn sharp criticism over
the condition of the highway
itself, with residents and
officials pointing to missing
reflector boards, inadequate
lighting, and poorly planned
diversions at the construc-
tion site. In response, the
District Collector has
ordered an immediate
safety audit of the affected
stretch of NH 66 to identify
lapses and prevent similar
accidents in the future.
Police continue to gather
CCTV footage from the
Pathamkallu area as part of
their investigation into the
sequence of events that pre-
ceded the crash, even as the
final forensic report is
awaited to establish the
precise cause of the colli-
sion.

Between livelihood and the tide -
fishermen hauling oyster nets at Kovalam as a massive wave crashes ashore.
- Prathyash Vipanchika

Caged no more: Old Age Home mothers
step out for a day of sky and sea

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Kollam/Kochi

For the residents of
Inchavila Old Age Home, the
world beyond their gates has
long been a distant memory.
Confined by rules that require
official clearance from the
Social Welfare Board to step
outside, their days pass
largely indoors, visited occa-
sionally by well-wishers
bearing food and clothes,
butrarely by anyone offering
the sky, the sea, or the sound
of a train pulling out of a
station.

On Monday, that changed.
Under the leadership of
District Collector Annie Julie
Thomas, twelve elderly men
and women from the Home
boarded the Vande Bharat
Express at 6 a.m., bound for
Kochi. Many were experienc-
ing the train journey for the
first time in their lives. The
Collector arrived at the station
at 5:30 a.m. to flag off the
journey, staying until the
train departed.

It capped months of quiet
effort by the District Women's
Council, whose Vice
President, Jane Ancil Francis,

recalled how it began. "During
the most recent Mother's Day
in May, we spent the entire
day with the residents. When
we were leaving, many
expressed their gratitude and
shared their sadness, saying
that while people often visit
to provide food and clothes,
no one ever takes them
outside. I promised them
that we would change that."

That promise led to a trip to
Kollam - the beach, a film
screening, a meal for twenty-
five, followed by a temple and
church visit. When the
Collector suggested flying
some residents, Francis had
to explain the limits of ageing
bodies. "Their physical health
does not permit air travel, as
many are bedridden or need
to be carried,” she said. The
train became the next best
gift.

Monday's itinerary moved
from  Ernakulam to
Mattancherry, though only a
few could step out of their
vehicles, before the group
boarded the Water Metro for
a two-hour cruise along the
backwaters - a rare, unhurried
stillness for people whose
lives are otherwise confined

within four walls. An interac-
tive session with an old age
home in Ernakulam followed,
before the 7 p.m. train back.

Behind the scenes, the trip
required navigating institu-
tional caution. "Normally,
they are not allowed to go
outside. Any outing requires
prior approval from the Social
Welfare Board," Jane
explained. Special permis-
sion came only after the
Council submitted a full itin-
erary in advance.

Safety shaped every deci-
sion. Staff from the Home
travelled with the group,
alongside Council volunteers
and members of the Y's Men's
Club. "Anticipating these risks,
we only selected residents
who are relatively healthier,"
Francis said. The trip was
timed deliberately after
Onam. "This trip is like a
whole new world for them,
and serves as a special Onam
gift. We hope this will inspire
others to organise similar
trips for elderly residents,"
Francis said.

A modest wish, for a day
that may be the furthest these
residents have travelled, in
every sense, in years.

Film maker Sarath remembered for
a life devoted to cinema and culture

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Malayalam filmmaker R.
Sarath, whose films brought
together questions of society,
human relationships and the
world around us, has passed
away. He breathed his last ata
private hospital here on Monday
while undergoing treatment
for health-related ailments. He
was 65.Sarath made his feature-
film debut with Sayahnam in
2000. The film, which engaged
with environmental and anti-
nuclear concerns, went on to
receive the Indira Gandhi Award
for Best First Film of a Director,
the National Film Award for Best
Feature Film in Malayalam and
several Kerala State Film Awards.
He went on to make films
including Sthithi, Seelabathi,
The Desire: A Journey of a
Woman, Parudeesa,
Buddhanum Chaplinum
Chirikkunnu, Swayam,
Mahatma Gandhi Road and
Burial of Dreams. His works
travelled to international film fes-
tivals, earning appreciation for
their sensitive exploration of
social, cultural and human

Cinematographer
T.N. Krishnankutty
passed away
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

Il Alappuzha
Malayalam o)

cinematogra-

pher T.N.

Krishnan kutty,

who worked

onmore than70 films during
a career spanning several
decades, died on Monday. He
was 96. According to industry
sources, Krishnankutty began
his careerin 1960 as a camera
operator for ‘Umma’, pro-
duced by Udaya and directed
by Kunchacko. He wenton to
work as a cinematographerin
more than 70 films and collab-
orated with several promi-
nent filmmakers, including
Thikkurissi Sukumaran Nair,
M.M. Nesan, P.J. Antony,
Sasikumar, A.B. Raj, Venu, K.P.
Pillai and K. Narayanan.

Actor-director Madhupal and actor Indrans paying tribute
to acclaimed director R. Sarath in Bharat Bhavan
,Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.

themes.

The Desire,an Indo-Chinese co-
production, was among his
notable works and received the
BestNarrative Feature Filmaward
at the 2011 Geneva International
Film Festival.

ButSarath’sengagementwith
Kerala’s cultural life extended
beyond cinema. A postgraduate
in English Literature and
Journalism, he served in the
Information and PublicRelations
Department of the Government
of Kerala. He had also served as
Director of MPCC (Vyloppilli

Samskrithi Bhavan)and Secretary
of Bharat Bhavan under the
DepartmentofCulture.In2007,he
served as Festival Director of the
International Union of Film Critics
Festival in London.

For Sarath, cinema was more
thanentertainment.Itwasaway
oflooking closely atsociety,ques-
tioningwhatwasaround himand
understanding the complexities
of human life. Across documen-
taries, short films and feature
films, he developed a distinctive
cinematic voice rooted in obser-
vation and reflection..
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Cotton Hill Bridge Remains Unused

Despite opening in 2018 to safely cross Vazhuthacaud's congested roads, the Cotton
Hill School foot overbridge remains largely ignored by students. Former Mayor V.K.
Prasanth notes that, unlike other schools where staff enforce safety, a lack of teacher

involvement leaves students crossing busy streets at grade level.

-A'V Muzafar

Ramya Haridas in Palakkad after telling
KPCC panel she would be in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Another controversy has
emerged around
Chirayinkeezhu MLA Ramya
Haridas after reports that
she attended a marriage
function in Palakkad by mis-
leading the KPCC-appointed
inquiry committee that she
would be in Delhi.

The KPCC had appointed
a three-member inquiry
committee headed by
former KPCC president M.M.
Hassan to look into the
violent scuffle between
Ramya and Congress
workers in Chirayinkeezhu.
KPCC general secretary Ram
ani P. Nair and Neyyatti
nkara Sanal are the other
members of the panel. The
party had described the
incident as a serious breach
of organisational discipline
and had initiated proceed-
ings against those involved.

According to reports, the
committee had sought
Haridas’s personal appear-
ance to record her state-
ment. However, she
informed the party that she
would be travelling to Delhi
and would be attending
official programmes there,
along with a seminar in

Faridabad. She had also
reportedly informed the
leadership that accommo-
dation had been arranged
for her at Kerala House.
The controversy intensi-
fied after visuals and
reports emerged showing
the MLA in Palakkad on
Sunday. She was reported-
ly present at a function at
the residence of Palakkad
DCC president A Thankap
pan. Reports also said she
remained in Palakkad until
the early hours of Monday.
Her presence in Palakkad
has led to allegations within
the Congress that she
misled the party leadership
and the inquiry committee
about her whereabouts.

According to reports, the
committee had sought
Haridas’s personal
appearance to record her
statement. However,
she informed the party
that she would be
travelling to Delhi and
would be attending
official programmes
there, along with a
seminar in Faridabad.

Reports also said that
Haridas met senior
Congress leader and AICC
general secretary K.C.
Venugopal in Palakkad.

Meanwhile Ramya
Haridas on Monday in
Palakkad said the clash
involving her and party
members in Chirayinkeezhu
district could be resolved
through dialogue, dismiss-
ing reports of a serious
dispute within the party.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a wedding
function here, Haridas said
what happened in
Chirayinkeezhu was some-
thing that could occur “in
any family or party organi-
sation”.

Bharat Jodo Yatra one of 'strongest
- political movement

7 W

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Recalling the Congress
party's Bharat Jodo Yatra of
2022, Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan termed it as one of
the "strongest political move-
ments" the country has seen.

On the fourth anniversary
of the yatra, Satheesan said
the foot march which began
from Kanyakumari on
September 7, 2022, lasted
136 days, crossed 12 states
and two Union territories
and covered 4,081 km.

"Rahul Gandhi was its hero.
Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress raised the great
idea of India throughout the

journey. The divisive politics
of the Sangh Parivar were
exposed. That historic
journey ended with the
opening of shops of love in

-h

the market of hatred,” he
said in a post on 'X'.

He shared photographs of
himself walking along with
Rahul Gandhi during the

yatra along with former Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy,
AICC general secretary K.C.
Venugopal and former Home
Minister Ramesh Chennit
hala. Satheesan said he con-
sidered being a part of the
yatra in Kerala and outside
the state as one of the best
experiences of his political
life. "On this day four years
ago, the historic #Bharatjodo
Yatra set out from
Kanyakumari to defend the
soul of our democracy and
unite hearts across India.
Walking alongside you, | wit-
nessed firsthand that incred-
ible energy from wide-eyed
little children to dynamic
Gen Zyouth and people from

s' in India: Satheesan

every walk of life. Then it was
the historic foot march of
Bharat Jodo; today, it is the
transformational resonance
of  #ChhatronKiGoonj
echoing the aspirations of
ouryouth," he said in his post.

He further said that under
the leadership of Rahul
Gandhi, that spirit of unity
has grown into an "unstop-
pable force".

"Every state in our nation
is waiting for the change, and
we are certain that 2029 will
bear witness to it. Keralam
stands resolutely united
behind your vision to reform
and transform India into a
land of justice, equality, and
progress for all," he added.

K. Jayakumar rules out resignation,
says he will complete term

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) president K.
Jayakumar on Monday ruled
out any possibility of his
resignation, saying he had
no reason to step down and
would complete his term in
November 2027. Responding
to some media reports that
he was planning to resign,
Jayakumar said there was no
such decision or intention
on his part.

“I have not decided to
resign. There is no need for
it now. My term is until
November 2027 and | will
complete my term and
leave,” he said, rejecting
reports that he had
expressed his willingness
to resign after Devaswom
Minister K. Muraleedharan
wrote to the Board eight
times, expressing disagree-
ment with the Board’s deci-
sions. Jayakumar, a former
chief secretary of the state,
was appointed Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB)
president during the previ-
ous Left rule, and his tenure
will end in November 2027.

“There is no fundamental
difference of opinion with
the government. There is
no crisis in the Devaswom
Board that warrants me
leaving,” Jayakumar said.

He said differences of
opinion could arise on

’h“;
- ‘3*

2 \‘9« L.
certain issues and that such
differences were normal.

“There may be differences
of opinion on some issues.
But that has not affected my
way of functioning,”
Jayakumar said. He said the
Board’s immediate focus
was on preparations for the
coming Sabarimala pilgrim-
age season.

“Right now, the biggest
task before us is the
Sabarimala pilgrimage.l am
going to Sabarimala to begin
deep-cleaning work in coor-
dination with Clean Kerala
Company,” the TDB presi-
dent said. On reports about
the appointment of a gov-
ernment guard for the min-
ister at the Sabarimala camp
office, Jayakumar said he
was not aware of the
appointment. “I have not
been informed aboutit. The
Commissioner (Devaswom)
may be aware of it. | do not
see any major irregularity in
it,” he said. Jayakumar
explained that security per-
sonnel are generally
assigned to VIPs visiting
Sabarimala and that
members of the Board also
have guards while visiting
the hill shrine.

Kannur varsity changes counsel in
Priya Varghese appointment case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kannur

In a crucial turn in the
Supreme Court case related
to the appointment of Priya
Varghese as Associate
Professor at Kannur Univers
ity, the university has
changed its standing counsel
a day before the case is to be
heard. The case is sched-
uled to be considered by
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday. Sources indicate
that the university will
inform the apex court that
Priya Varghese does not have
the required qualifications
for the post.

Priya Varghese is the wife
of CPM Kannur district secre-
tary and former Rajya Sabha
MP Dr. K.K. Ragesh, and her
appointment has been at
the centre of a major politi-
cal and academic contro-
versy in Kerala for the last
three years. Until now, the
university was represented
in the Supreme Court by its
former standing counsel Adv.
K.R. Subhash Chandran.
Subhash Chandran is consid-
ered a fellow traveller of the
CPM and an active worker of
the party's lawyers' organisa-
tion. It is pointed out that
both Ragesh and Subhash
Chandran had worked
together in SFI during the
same period.

The university has now

removed him and appointed
Adv. P.S. Zulficker Ali as its
new standing counsel. It is
this new counsel who is
expected to convey the uni-
versity's changed stance to
the court.

The controversy erupted in
2022 when Kannur University
invited applications for the
post of Associate Professorin
the Malayalam department.
Priya Varghese, who was
then working as Assistant
Professor and Director of
Student Services at the uni-
versity, was ranked first in
the list published by the uni-
versity. The appointment
was challenged by Joseph
Skariah, who was ranked
second, and others. The peti-
tioners argued that Priya
Varghese did not have the
required teaching and
research experience as per
UGC regulations to be
appointed as Associate
Professor. A key point of con-
tention was the counting of

her period as Director of
National Service Scheme and
as Director of Student
Services, and her research
score. The petitioners con-
tended that her research
score was below the manda-
tory requirement and that
the period spent on deputa-
tion could not be counted as
teaching experience.

The issue snowballed into
a major political controver-
sy as the then Vice-Chanc
ellor of Kannur University,
Prof. Gopinath Ravindran,
was accused of favouring
Priya Varghese. The Gove
rnor, who is the Chancellor
of the university, had also
intervened in the matter.

In November 2022, a single
bench of the High Court
quashed the appointment,
holding that she did not
have the requisite qualifica-
tions. However, the Division
Bench of the High Court later
set aside the single bench
order and upheld her
appointment. This Division
Bench order was then chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court,
where the matter is current-
ly pending. The decision of
the university to now change
its counsel and reportedly
inform the court that the can-
didate does not have the
qualification is being seen as
a significant shift from its
earlier position of defending
the appointment.
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Case filed against Aparna Kurup
for hate speech during debate

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE and cyber-attack, and police regis-

tered an FIR on her complaint.
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A case has been registered
against journalist and anchor
Aparna Kurup for alleged hate
speech during a channel debate.

The case was registered by Kochi
City Cyber Police based on a com-
plaint filed by a native of Kasaragod,
Abdul Hakeem.

The controversy is over the
channel’s main debate show which
discussed remarks made by
Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker
Musliyar about women.

During the debate, the cleric's
comment was that women should
not share public stages with unre-
lated men and should remain con-
fined to homes, saying there would
be 'destruction’ otherwise. Aparna
Kurup as anchor criticized it strong-

Cantact detalls of the person responsible 1o address the
grisvances connected with ebectronic veting and technical
#ssstance (o sccess and participate in the meeting through VT

Mr. Rakesh Dalvi, Sr. Manager, (COEL) Central Depasitory
Services (indla) Limited, AWing, 25th Floor. Marathon Futurex,
Mafatial Mill Compounds. M M Joshi Marg, Lower Parel (East),
Mumbal - 400013 or send an email to

melpdesi evating @edelindia com

or cakl foll free no. 1800 22 55 3%,

Ary person, whe acquires sha: fth
the cut-off date ie Wednesday. September 23rd, 2026, may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to
helpdesk eveting@cdslindia com. Howeves, ifa person s already registered with CDSL far e-voting, then the exsting user ID and password can
be used for casting theirvote, Any persen who (s not a shareholder /ceased to be a shareholder as on the cut-off date should treat this notice
forinformation purpass anty

y and becomes a

post-dispatch of the Notice of the AGM and holds shares 2% an

ly in an intro. After the show, she
faced massive backlash on social
media. She said her inboxes were
filled with threats and that her
address and family photos were
being shared. She filed a complaint
with Thiruvananthapuram | Kochi
Cyber Police alleging death threats

That action triggered protests
from several Muslim organisations.
They argued that Aparna Kurup
had made racial or communal
remarks against the Muslim com-
munity on the channel but no
action was taken on complaints
against her, while a case was filed
against a panelist who was invited
to the debate.

Following protests, Kochi City
Cyber Police has now registered a
case against Aparna Kurup as well,
on the Kasaragod native's com-
plaint alleging that she took anti-
Muslim and racist positions during
the debate.

On September 1, both Aparna and
the channel had issued an uncon-
ditional apology saying "Some of
the remarks made during the dis-
cussion...
avoided. If they have hurt anyone's
religious sentiments... we express
our unconditional regret” and the
video was pulled down from social
media. Despite the apology, the
issue has continued with cases on
both sides.

should have been

Board allows ‘escorted movement’ of minors
for evidence collection in murder case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
 Alappuzha

A Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) on Monday permitted
the police to take three
minor boys, suspected of
carrying out the murder of an
elderly man at Karuvatta
here last month, for evi-
dence collection in the case.

The ||B passed the order on
a plea moved by the prose-
cution, senior additional
public prosecutor (APP) Manu
Kallampally said.

The APP said that there
was no provision in the
Juvenile Justice (]]) Act to
hand over minors in conflict
with the law to the police for
evidence collection.

However, in the instant
case, the ||B passed the order
on the basis of provisions in
the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) as
the special act - |] Act - was
silent on how evidence col-
lection can be carried outin
the case of minors.

The APP said that all the

four suspects, including a
13-year-old girl who alleged-
ly played a key role in the
murder of the elderly man
who was her relative, in the
case were minors and there-
fore, without questioning
them or taking them for evi-
dence collection, it would be
difficult to complete the
investigation.

Therefore, the Board
decided to follow the proce-
dure provided under the
BNSS, the prosecutor said.

He said that the Board
permitted "escorted move-
ment" of the minor boys,
aged around 16 and 17 years,
for evidence collection.

The APP also said that a
pleais pending before the ||B
seeking permission to ques-
tion the minor girl.

The girl, an eighth-stan-
dard student, was a close rel-
ative of the victim, Sivankutty
(67), who was killed at his
home in Karuvatta.

Investigators suspect the
teenagers had planned to
steal gold and money from

the house, with the proceeds
intended for purchases,
including a high-end mobile
phone and a motorbike.

According to the police,
Sivankutty was found dead
inside his house on August 17
morning.

His wife and daughter
were away at a hospital at
the time of the incident,
leaving him alone at home,
police had said.

According to the police,
the three teenagers, includ-
ing the boyfriend of the
accused girl from Paravur,
had allegedly entered
through a space near a ven-
tilator at the rear of the
house and the victim was
allegedly killed during a
scuffle that followed.

Police said that the inves-
tigation established that
the boyfriend made a video
call to the 13-year-old girl
during the assault and
showed her the killing.
They also allegedly stole
the gold keptin the house,
they said.
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Home Min stays proceedings against Wisdom leader Abdullah Basil

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala has directed that
further proceedings in the case
registered against Dr. Abdullah
Basil, leader of Wisdom Islamic
Organisation (Wisdom Students),
on the complaint of a media pro-
fessional, be put on hold. The
direction from the Home
Minister came after strong crit-
icism against the case from
leaders of the Muslim League, a
constituent of the UDF, and
organisations including the
Youth Congress.

A major controversy has
ignited across Kerala's political
and social landscape following
the registration of a police case

against two individuals, includ-
ing Basil for allegedly threaten-
ing television news anchor
Aparna Kurup. The case was
registered by the Kochi City
Cyber Police Station on a formal
complaint filed by Kurup, who
serves as the Senior Coordi
nating Editor of a Malayalam
news channel. According to the
First Information Report, the
primary accused has been iden-
tified as Dr. Abdullah Basil, a
leader of Wisdom Islamic
Organisation (Wisdom Students)
from Kozhikode, along with
another unidentified individual.

Police stated that the accused
allegedly circulated videos, text
messages and photographs
across social media platforms
containing false information

regarding a recent discussion
broadcast by the channel. The
prosecution maintains that these
actions were executed with the
intention of tarnishing Kurup's
reputation and causing fear and
public unrest.

In response to the complaint,
the cyber police invoked several
legal provisions including
Section 192 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita for acts likely to
provoke public disorder, Section
351(1) relating to criminal intim-
idation, Section 353 for state-
ments conducing to public mis-
chief, and Section 67 of the
Information Technology Act,
2000. The police action itself has
now become the centre of a
wider political debate. While
journalist forums and media

organisations have demanded
protection for the anchor against
cyberbullying and intimidation,
critics, community groups and
political figures argue that the
legal response is an overreach
that suppresses legitimate free
speech and peaceful dissent.
The genesis of the dispute
traces back to remarks made by
prominent Islamic scholar
Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker
Musliyar regarding women
appearing in public spaces,
where he had said that bringing
women onto public platforms
would ultimately lead to "great
destruction”. Right before
anchoring a live debate segment
on the issue, Kurup sharply crit-
icised those remarks, reported-
ly referring to the conservative

stance as primitive, which trig-
gered an immediate backlash
from various religious organisa-
tions. Senior leadership from
the Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML) has since stepped into the
public domain to defend the
scholar's original statement and
question the nature of the crim-
inal investigation. Groups like the
Muslim Students Federation
(MSF) have labelled the police
action as an attempt to crimi-
nalise criticism of media bias.

With the Home Minister now
intervening to put further pro-
ceedings on hold, the incident is
expected to trigger a larger
debate on the balance between
protection of journalists from
online threats and the right to
dissent.
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= States Focus = Punjab Police bust cross-border camera spy racket

VP RADHAKRISHNAN TO VISIT
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan will arrive in Itanagar on
Tuesday evening on a two-day visit to Arunachal Pradesh,
during which he will attend a special session of the

Assembly, officials said.

Radhakrishnan is on a four-day tour of Assam, Meghalaya,
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, which kicked off on Sunday.
The vice president will arrive in Itanagar from Manipur’s
Imphal on Tuesday evening and attend a special session of
the Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly the next day,
officials said. He will also visit the Assembly gallery-cum-
museum. Radhakrishnan’s itinerary also includes visits to
Nyedar Namlo (Prayer Hall), the Jawaharlal Nehru State
Museum and the Donyi Polo Mission School for the Hearing

and Visually Impaired in Itanagar, they said.

(PTI)

o,

COMMITTED TO TRANSFORMING
MIZORAM INTO DIGITAL STATE: CM

Chief Minister Lalduhoma on Monday said he is
committed to transforming Mizoram into a “digital state”
with an aim to make governance efficient and services

more accessible.

Lalduhoma was speaking at the launch of a series of
technology-driven initiatives at the Administrative
Training Institute (ATl) here, including the Smart ATI App,
Smart Classroom and Digital Learning Laboratory.

“My personal vision and goal is to make Mizoram a
digital state. Mizoram is well-positioned to embrace
digital governance, given its relatively small population

and high literacy rate,” the chief minister said.

(PTI)

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
M New Delhi/Chandigarh

The shoe shop, which was set
up on the road between
Ludhiana and Ferozepur,
appeared completely ordi-
nary. It opened at irregular
times, and two Chinese
cameras were directed not
towards the cash register
but at the highway, six kilo-
metres from Baddowal
Cantonment. The login IDs
and passwords crossed the
border, and live images of
Army and paramilitary move-
ments were transmitted. This
shop is now one element in
a bigger scheme.

Over the last six months,
the Punjab Police have dealt
with five cases in which inter-
net cameras were used for
spying. They arrested 22 of
the 23 suspects and seized 11
cameras, solar panels, SIM
cards, mobile phones, a
router, and an adapter. Eight

firstinformation reports were
filed in Kapurthala, Amritsar,
Bathinda, Pathankot, Barnala,
and Ludhiana under the
Official Secrets Act and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
Investigators are now track-
ing SIM serial numbers, device
IDs, cloud logins, and financial
transactions. This method is
inexpensive, difficult to trace,
and easy to deny. Solar-
powered 4G cameras that do
not require wiring are
mounted on poles, shop
awnings, and highways. These
cameras monitor canton-
ments, logistics routes, and
railway lines. Residents are
paid tens of thousands of
rupees to install the cameras
and provide the login details.
Handlers in Pakistan view
the camera feeds through a
phone app. If a feed stops
working, they send someone
to fix the equipment.
Payments have increased as
their operations have expand-

Representative image

ed. For example, a recruit
from Pathankot to Jammu via
NH-44 earned about 40,000
and received instructions from
a contact in Dubai. In
Kapurthala, an installer was
paid 35,000 by a handler
known as “Fauji.”

In Ludhiana, Rashpal Singh
from Gurdaspur, his uncle
Akash, and two men from
Amritsar, Varinder Masih and

Rohit, reportedly received 33 to
4 lakh over several months,
with the money sent through
hawala. Recruitment hap-
pened through Instagram and
with help from a fixer in
Punjab, who connected local
recruits with ISI desks in Dubai.
The cameras themselves show
the supply chain: many are
banned Chinese internet
models that are still being cir-

culated after being smuggled
through Delhi markets.
Because the servers are
abroad, sharing a username is
sufficient, and there is no need
to carry anything across the
border physically.

This issue is not limited to
Punjab. A case in March at
Delhi Cantonment and
Sonipat railway station led to
an audit by the Union Home
Ministry. In April, Delhi Police
seized nine solar-powered
cameras from locations in
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Jammu and Kashmir.
These cameras had been
sending footage for almost
three months as part of a
network linked to Babbar
Khalsa International. One
camera in Bathinda, on the
road between Malout and
Sriganganagar, operated for
months, sending images to
people in Pakistan and
Canada. Interrogations in
Ludhiana showed that the

next planned targets were
Ferozepur and Rajasthan.

The three men were arrest-
ed before they could install
the cameras. Police describe
this as a post-conflict surge.
After last year’s military con-
frontation, the ISI started
using low-cost, ongoing sur-
veillance instead of relying
only on human couriers.
Hundreds of suspected con-
tacts have been found across
the country. Still, the local
network includes everyday
people such as shopkeep-
ers, cooks, small-time smug-
glers, and men known in
drug orjail circles, who were
paid just enough to point a
camera at a convoy.

The rest of the investigation
is technical. Each seized SIM
card and device ID helps trace
the next handler, facilitator, or
fake shop. Until the entire
chain is uncovered, any
camera on a Punjab highway
remains a mystery.

PM Modi to unveil 35, 000 crore projects in Yadodara

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will lay foundation
stones, inaugurate and ded-
icate to the nation develop-
ment projects worth more
than 35,000 Crore in
Vadodara on Tuesday. He
will also inaugurate the
Global Fintech Fest (GFF) 2026,
one of the world’s largest and
most influential annual

fintech conferences in
Mumbai.
Modi will first visit

Vadodara, where he will lay
the foundation stone and
inaugurate and dedicate to
the nation various develop-
ment projects. He will also
address the gathering, an
official statement said.
Among the projects the
prime minister will dedicate
to the nation are three impor-
tant sections of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor

(WDFC), covering 326 route
km and developed at a cost
of more than 320,700 crore.
These include the Sanand

(N)-Makarpura, New
Umbergaon-New Saphale
and New Saphale-JNPT
sections.

The direct connectivity of
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA) will facilitate
faster movement of EXIM
cargo, strengthen connectiv-
ity between industrial centres
and ports, reduce logistics
costs and help decongest
Mumbai’s railway network.

With the commissioning of

these sections, the Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC)
network will stand fully oper-
ational across its entire
length.

The Prime Minister will
also flag off freight train ser-
vices from New Sanand
(North), New Makarpura, New
Umbergaon and New NPT,
Mumbai.

In addition, he will flag off

anew train service between
Vadodara and Tanda Road,

benefiting the people of

Vadodara, Chhota Udepur

and Alirajpur districts.

Modi will lay the founda-
tion stone for three railway
projects spanning 329 km
and costing more than 39,700
crore. These include the
Vadodara-Ratlam third and
fourth lines, Miyagam Karjan-
Choranda-Malsar gauge con-
version and the Vishwamitri-
Dabhoi doubling project.

He will lay the foundation
stone for three national
highway projects costing
around 1,780 crore. Modi
will also lay the foundation
stone for and inaugurate
various Gujarat Government
projects worth around 32,600
crore.

In Mumbai, the prime min-
ister will inaugurate the
Global Fintech Fest (GFF) 2026,
one of the world’s largest
and most influential annual
fintech conferences. The
seventh edition of the Global
Fintech Fest is being held
from September 8 to 11.

Suvendu announces <1 lakh grant for Durga Puja in West Bengal

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Monday
announced a grant of 1 lakh
to the Durga Puja commit-
tees, which is about 210,000
less than the previous year.
This, besides waiving electric-
ity charges by 100 per cent.

Appealing to the big-
budget puja committees to
forego their claim to
Government grant, Adhikari
said, “those Puja committees
which are capable of funding
their Pujas independently
are called upon to waive
their claim to the grants.”

The Government will
organise a Puja-centric pro-
gramme at the iconic Eden
Gardens on Mahalaya day,
which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was likely
to attend, Adhikari said,
adding the programme
would include drone and
firework displays.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhik;ri interacts with West Bengal
DGP Siddh Nath Gupta during a coordination and security review meeting

for the upcoming Durga Puja festival in Kolkata on Monday

PTI

The Chief Minister, who
announced a two-day State-
funded programme before
the Pujas, said: “From now
on it will be ensured that no
Puja committee has to go to
the High Court to seek per-
mission to organise Pujas.”
The Chief Minister also
announced that prizes
would be given to the best
Pujas based on decoration,
theme, idol, environmental
friendliness, etc.

Apparently criticising his
predecessor Mamata
Banerjee for inaugurating
the Durga Pujas before the
commencement of the Devi
Paksha, he said, “the
Government will not allow
inauguration of Pujas before
Devi Paksha or Matri Paksha
sets in ... Unlike on previous
occasions ... When the Pujas
were inaugurated on Pitri
Paksha before the Mahalayas
which is not auspicious for

our Dharma.”

The Chief Minister also put
aban on the organisation of
Pujas blocking the national
highways and main thor-
oughfares. “No national
highway will be blocked,
and there will be a ban on
organising Pujas on 13 main
thoroughfares of Kolkata
including Red Road,
Jawaharlal Nehru Road,
Khidderpore Road, DL Khan
Road... Besides, liquor sale
will also be banned on
Ashtami Day when
Pushpanjali is offered ... The
idols should also not be
designed defying the tradi-
tional aesthetics of the
Sanatan dharma, he said,
adding that no D] would be
played during the immer-
sion processions.

The Government servants
who would be involved in the
Durga Puja management
during the festivities would
be given two days’ paid leave
after the Pujas, he said.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

There was a big relief for
Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra when the
Calcutta High Court on
Monday quashed the arrest
warrant against her, issued
by a Krishnagar district
court, and transferred her
case to the special MP-MLA
court in Bidhannagar,
Kolkata.

The order was passed by
the Division Bench of Justice
Debangshu Basak and
Justice Aryak Dutta.

The district court had, on
August 19, issued an arrest
warrant against Moitra for
not appearing before it
despite repeated summons.
The TMC leader was sum-
moned after FIRsS were
lodged against her for
allegedly hurting the reli-

gious sentiments of some

Calcutta HC quashes arrest
warrant against Mahua

community.

Moitra had earlier con-
tended that it was becom-
ing difficult for her to
appear before the court

because of security
reasons, as members of
the BJP were blocking her
path and she feared an
attack from them. She had
reminded the court of how
the TMC leaders were
being attacked, and eggs
were hurled at them in
public.

339% reservation will
unlock new avenues
for women: Om Blrla
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NCW Chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar was also present

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla inaugurates All-India Capacity Building
Workshop on Gender-Responsive Governance in Faridabad on Monday.

PIONEER PHOTO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Monday described the 33
per cent reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies
as a historic necessity, assert-
ing that the coming years
will witness a new genera-
tion of female leaders across
political, administrative, and
social spheres. He stated
that the day is not far when
women will account for
more than 50 per cent of
public services.

Inaugurating a two-day
All-India Capacity Building
Workshop on “Gender-
Responsive Governance”
organised by the National
Commission for Women
(NCW) in Faridabad, Birla
emphasised that the focus
must now shift from
merely providing support
and opportunities to
enabling women to active-
ly shape policies, pro-
grammes, and laws.

Birla stressed that women
legislators across the Lok
Sabha, State Assemblies,
Panchayats, and
Municipalities can play a
decisive role in ensuring
legislation responds to
ground-level realities.
Highlighting the constitu-
tional commitment to

equality and legislative mea-

sures for women'’s safety,
self-reliance, and empower-
ment, he added that institu-
tions like the NCW play a
vital role in identifying
emerging challenges and
facilitating solutions.

Underlining economic
and social empowerment as
non-negotiable for national
progress, the Speaker noted
that India cannot achieve its
goal of becoming a devel-
oped nation without
empowering women, who
constitute nearly half the
population. He urged
women legislators to delib-
erate on effective policies
and schemes to strengthen
women economically, par-
ticularly those facing depri-
vation, while calling for
cross-legislative sharing of
best practices and
enhanced legal awareness
in vulnerable areas.

Birla observed that sensi-
tivity is a core strength of
women’s leadership, fos-
tering deeper understand-
ing and a responsive work
culture to address social
challenges.

The event was attended
by NCW Chairperson Vijaya
Rahatkar, Haryana Minister
of State (IC) for Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Rajesh Nagar, and around
200 women legislators rep-
resenting 20 States and
2 Union Territories.

(Clean air practical goal, not environmental
aspiration, says NGT’s Justice Shrivastava

J&K International Film Festival kicks off in Srinagar

MOHIT KANDHARI
M Srinagar

The International Film
Festival of Jammu and
Kashmir (IFFJK) got off to a
spectacular start with the tra-
ditional rendition of Vande
Mataram, followed by the
National Anthem, Jana Gana
Mana, on the decked-up
lawns of Sher-e-Kashmir
International Convention
Centre, located on the scenic
banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar
on Monday.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, along with a galaxy
of Bollywood filmmakers,
including Ramesh Sippy,
Vidhu Vinod Chopra,
SriRam Raghvan and
Cinematographer Santosh
Sivan, lit the traditional lamp
before felicitating them.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra
Singh, Punjab Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria,
Lieutenant Governor Ladakh
Vinai Kumar Saxena and Dr
Farooq Abdullah also attend-
ed the glittering ceremony.

The four-day festival has
drawn filmmakers, actors,
technicians, academics and
film lovers from India and
abroad to Jammu and

Kashmir to reconnect the
Union Territory with
Bollywood and the global
film industry.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
urged distinguished inter-
national filmmakers and
other dignitaries to send out
a clear message that Jammu
and Kashmir is open, safe,
vibrant and ready to
welcome film crews.

He said we are not just
opening a cinema event; we
are opening a new chapterin
the long-storied romance
between |&K and the silver
screen. He said, Kashmir is
not justalocation;itis a cre-
ative sanctuary, a home for
global storytellers.

The Chief Minister said the
festival is a declaration of
J&K’s intent to emerge as a
vibrant home for filmmakers,
storytellers and creative
talent from across the world.
Omar also referred to along
list of iconic Bollywood films
shot in the Valley in his
welcome address while invit-
ing the young filmmakers to
return to the paradise on
earth and look beyond the
screen.

Earlier, interacting with

media persons before the
formal ceremony, filmmaker

Vidhu Vinod Chopra
described his participation in
the International Film
Festival of Jammu and
Kashmir (IFFJK) as an emo-
tional homecoming, recall-
ing his childhood and educa-
tion in Kashmir and urging
local youngsters to believe in
their talent.

Chopra said the festival
could provide a major
opportunity for young film-
makers and help bring films
and filmmakers from across
the world to Kashmir. “It is
an opportunity for young-
sters. [ see this festival as an
opportunity. So many films
and filmmakers can come

here,” he said.

Actor Fatima Sana
Shaikh, who played wrestler
Geeta Phogat in the
Bollywood biopic Dangal,
on Monday said cultural
festivals are important plat-
forms that bring people
together, provide opportu-
nities to youth and promote
regional cinema.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the event,
Fatma said she is excited to
attend the festival after a
long time.

On regional cinema,
Fatima said cinema can help
showcase the culture, poetry
and artistry of different
regions. “Regional cinema
is important. Through

These things have existed for

With an international festival

1,100 entries from 40

world of cinema and invite

cinema, poetry, culture and
artistry can be showcased.

centuries. Spoken words,
artistry and all of this are part
of our heritage,” she said.

Fatima also said an inter-
national film festival could
open doors for internation-
al filmmakers and create
more opportunities for film
shoots in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“It will open doors for inter-
national filmmakers. Film
shootings happened here
earlier and they are happen-
ing now as well. It depends.

taking place, they will also
understand what can be done
here and what the people are
like,” she said.

Atal Dulloo, Chief
Secretary, Jammu and
Kashmir, in his welcome
address, said the festival
received an overwhelming
response, with more than

Countries.

He said the festival aims to
reconnect Jammu and
Kashmir with the global

filmmakers to explore the
region.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

National Green Tribunal
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava on Monday said
clean air is not merely an
environmental aspiration but
a practical goal that can be
achieved through dedicated
efforts, proper planning and
effective implementation at
the ground level.

He was addressing the fifth
‘Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan
Awards’, organised by the
Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change at
the Paryavaran Bhavan here
on the International Day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies.
“Development and environ-
mental conservation are not at
cross purposes but can go
together while maintaining
the quality of life for the citi-
zens. Itis the responsibility of
each citizen to ensure that gen-
erations to come can live in a
clean environment,” Justice
Shrivastava said.

“Clean air is not merely an
environmental aspiration but
a practical goal that can be

achieved through dedicated
efforts, proper planning and
effective implementation at
the ground level,” he added.

The Swachh Vayu
Sarvekshan is an annual
assessment of 130 cities
covered under the National
Clean Air Programme
(NCAP), aimed at encourag-
ing healthy competition
among cities and promoting
measures to improve air
quality. Uttar Pradesh’s
Lucknow topped the Swachh
Vayu Sarvekshan Awards
among cities with a popula-
tion of more than 10 lakh,
while Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore and Jabalpur secured
the second and third posi-
tions, respectively.

The assessment considers

measures taken by cities on
road dust, solid waste manage-
ment, vehicular emissions,
industrial pollution, construc-
tion and demolition waste
management, other emissions
(DG sets and commercial estab-
lishments), and Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) activities. The awards
were based on participation
and ranking of all 130 cities in
three categories -- those with
a population below 3 lakh,
between 3 lakh and 10 lakh,
and above 10 lakh.

The process involved self-
assessment by cities,
approval by the State-level
Monitoring Committee, eval-
uation by the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), field verification by
independent committees
and selection of 10 best-per-
forming cities.

Asserting that clean air
was a fundamental need
rather than a luxury, the NGT
chairperson said the ulti-
mate objective should be to
ensure that children can play
outdoors without fear of air
pollution.
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ISRO must evolve,
not retreat

As private companies take a larger role in rocket
manufacturing, concems are growing that it could weaken
the very institution that built India’s space programme

Days after a flawless GSLV launch put another Indian Earth-
observation satellite into orbit, nine employee associations of
the Indian Space Research Organisation did something
unprecedented: they wrote jointly to chairman V Narayanan,
demanding clarity on whether the government intends to strip
ISRO of its core function building and launching rockets —and
hand it to private industry instead. The trigger was a remark by
IN-SPACe chief Pawan Goenka that ISRO will eventually stop
manufacturing launch vehicles altogether. The unions fear
exactly what they said aloud: that India's space agency is being
reduced to a "residual R&D boutique”, stripped of the SSLV, PSLV
and LVM3 production lines, the new Kulasekarapattinam
spaceport and 120 of its own technologies, all migrating to
private hands with no roadmap explained to the workforce that
built them.

This anxiety did not appear from nowhere. Through this year,
ISRO has watched more than a hundred scientists — many from
the UR Rao Satellite Centre and Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
several tied to Gaganyaan itself — walk out for the salaries and
stock options on offer at Skyroot, Agnikul and Pixxel. The
Department of Space had to freeze routine resignation
approvals for scientists on strategic missions just to slow the
bleeding. Two consecutive PSLV sethacks and a delayed
Gaganyaan timeline have not helped morale.

None of this should obscure what ISRO has actually built. It
reached Mars orbit on its first attempt, for a fraction of what any
other spacefaring nation had spent on the feat. It landed near
the Moon's unexplored south pole, a first for any country. Its
PSLV once carried 104 satellites into orbit in a single flight, a
world record at the time. NavIC, weather forecasting, disaster
warning, rural communication and defence surveillance all run
on ISRO-built and ISRO-operated satellites. Every private Indian
rocket firm flying today exists in a market ISRO created, using
talent ISRO trained and technology ISRO de-risked first.

That history is precisely the argument for keeping ISRO at the
helm, not retiring it. There is a real case for private industry
taking over volume manufacturing of proven vehicles like the
SSLV - it frees scientists for harder problems and lets India
launch more, faster. But manufacturing capacity is not the same
as sovereign capability. Deep-space missions, human
spaceflight, strategic and defence payloads, and next-
generation propulsion must stay under ISRO’s direct control -
because private firms are not yet built to carry that risk, and
because a nation’s space programme is a strategic asset, not a
supply chain to be handed off.

The government owes these nine associations, and the
country, the plan it has so far declined to publish: which
functions move to industry, on what timeline, and how ISRO's
scientists are retained, paid and promoted through the
transition. Ambiguity, not privatisation, is what is emptying
ISRO’s corridors. India can build a space economy that includes
private industry without hollowing out the institution that made
a space economy possible in the first place.

DaiV@Vani

The Student Who Became
the Wall of Water

In the ashram of Sage Dhaumya lived a devoted student
named Aruni. One stormy evening, the sage noticed a breach
in the mud wall holding back water meant for the fields.
If it widened, the crops that fed the entire ashram would
be lost.

Dhaumya asked his students to fix it. Most tried briefly, then
gave up against the storm, rain and darkness. Aruni did not
return. Worried, the guru went searching and found him lying
across the gap, using his own body to hold back the rushing
water, enduring the rains, cold and the current throughout
the night.

When Dhaumya found him, he was moved, not by the wall
that now held, but by the depth of Aruni’s surrender. No one
had been watching, no reward waited, yet he had given every-
thing anyway.

This is what real learning asks of us: not just understand-
ing with the mind, but proving it through sacrifice when no
one is measuring, a wholehearted effort when walking away
would be far easier.

This week, take one responsibility you’'ve been given,
and instead of doing the minimum, protect it as though it
were entirely yours. Notice what changes when you stop
asking “is this enough,” and start asking “have I given every-
thing I have.”

-DAIV
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Women from the Dogra community perform rituals during the ‘Ba
festival in Jammu.

Sifting the wheat from the chaff

The debate over Jauhar in Padmaavat has exposed an uncomfortable tendency in contemporary discourse: judging the past
entirely through the moral vocabulary of the present. There is nothing wrong with questioning whether a modern film can
inadvertently romanticise a practice that constitutional morality rightly rejects today

BHOPINDER
SINGH

There are really two separate questions in the
controversy over an actor’'s comments on the
Jauhar sequence in Padmaavat—what Jauhar
meant in its historical context, and what
message a modern film depicting it may
convey to a contemporary audience.

The latter is a perfectly legitimate subject
for debate. But the former cannot be recon-
structed entirely through the moral vocabu-
lary of the present.

The fundamental problem with drawing a
direct parallel between Jauhar and rape sur-
vivors is that it conflates two profoundly dif-
ferent circumstances. Rape is an act of sexual
violence forcibly inflicted upon a woman.
Jauhar, in the historical context in which itis
remembered, was understood as a collective
act undertaken by women facing the imminent
prospect of capture, sexual violence, enslave-
ment and dishonour following defeat. That
does not require us to endorse Jauhar today.
It requires us to understand what the act

ONE CAN FIERCELY
DEFEND ONE’S

and choosing death over dishonour is part
of a historical ethos that communities have
developed and internalised over centuries.
We may disagree profoundly with particu-
lar manifestations of those values today, just
as modern society has rejected many prac-
tices once considered legitimate. But reduc-
ing such traditions entirely to their literal

meant to those who undertook it. And this dis- HISTORY WITHOUT physical acts, and then judging the entire cul-
tinTction Thatﬁrs.h Hould notb ised BECOMING UNCIVIL. Egral irEaginaEion behin? them lfxciu_sivhely
o say that Jauhar should not be practise rough a contemporary lens, risks stripping
today is uncontroversial. Nor should practices ONE CAN REJECT A history of the very context required to
such as sati be romanticised or encouraged. MODERN understand it.
Modern constitutional morality, individual INTERPRETATION Otherwise, we create an extraordinary
liberty and the sa}nctity oflife rightly reject_sugh WITHOUT doublg standard —we grant.mytholog.y the
practices But ejecting s istoicalpractcen  THREATENING THE ~ benefitofmetaphor,symbolism and histor
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ly by different generations. REFERENCE TO THE women who performed Jauhar were
We do not ordinarily insist that every ~ WORLD IN WHICH cowards. But that contemporary question
episode in a religious epic must be reproduced THEY LIVED should not become a substitute for histor-

literally in modern life merely because it
appears in a sacred or revered text. We
understand that there is a distinction between
the literal act, the historical or mythical nar-
rative, and the philosophical or spiritual idea
that generations have derived from it. That
same intellectual generosity ought to extend
to history.

The Rajput conception of honour, sacrifice

The writer is a former
Lieutenant Governor of
the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry, and a
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ical understanding.

A society progresses not by erasing the
moral frameworks of its past, nor by pretend-
ing that yesterday’s values must remain
today’s values, but by understanding why
those values existed and then consciously
evolving beyond them. This is why the
debate is not really about being “woke” or
“anti-woke”. That framing is itself intellec-

tually lazy. Progress is predicated on learn-
ing, questioning and evolving. But learning
requires context. If history is selectively exca-
vated merely to stitch together a presump-
tively progressive contemporary position,
we are no longer learning from history; we
are weaponising it.

There is another side to this debate that
deserves equal emphasis. The anger of the
Rajput community at what it perceives as an
insensitive or historically reductive charac-
terisation is understandable. But legitimate
disagreement loses its moral force when it
turns into personal abuse, threats, misogy-
ny, or allusions to a person’s marriage, reli-
gion or private life. Such conduct does not
defend history; it diminishes the very com-
munity invoking that history.

If there is one lesson that the Rajput his-
torical imagination ought to carry alongside
its celebrated valour and fearlessness, it is
also civility, dignity, restraint and large-heart-
edness. One can fiercely defend one’s
history without becoming uncivil. One can
reject a modern interpretation without
threatening the person making it. One can
condemn Jauhar as a practice today without
pretending that the women who undertook
it can be understood without reference to
the world in which they lived.

And one can defend the historical
meaning of Jauhar without suggesting that
awoman who survives rape has somehow
lost her honour or her right to live. That,
perhaps, is the nuance missing from both
extremes of this debate. History deserves
context. Faith deserves interpretation.
Survivors deserve dignity. Communities
deserve respect. And the present deserves
the freedom to evolve without falsifying
the past.

India’s new music stars go independent

_\ NAMRATA
" KOHLI

2ND OPINION

For decades, the route to becoming a music star in India
usually ran through cinema. Singers became famous
through playback, songs travelled on the back of films, and
soundtracks dominated popular listening. That model is
now being disrupted.

A new report on India’s streaming economy suggests
that artist-first music — tracks created and released
outside film soundtracks — is rapidly moving into the main-
stream. According to Spotify’s Loud & Clear India report,
half ofits year-end top 10 in India in 2025 came from outside
film soundtracks, while 90 per cent of tracks on its Daily
Top 50 were by Indian artists.

Names such as Anuv Jain, Aditya Rikhari, Kushagra and
Faheem Abdullah are emblematic of a generation build-
ing audiences around the artist rather than the movie.
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Rikhari’s independent track Sahiba, for instance, remained
No.1on Spotify India for more than 11 consecutive weeks.

“Afew years back, Indian music was dominated by film
music — there were playback singers and film soundtracks,”
says Dhruvank Vaidya, Head of Music & Podcast, Spotify
India. “What we have seen in the last three years is phe-
nomenal growth of artist-first music.”

The shift is economic as well as cultural. Royalties gen-
erated by Indian artists on Spotify rose 29 per cent year-
on-year in 2025, according to the report. The number of
artists generating more than 1 crore annually grew 21 per
cent, while those crossing 35 crore have more than doubled
since 2023.

The rise of regional India

Perhaps the bigger disruption is coming from language.
Telugu music royalties grew more than 120 per cent year-
on-year, Marathi nearly 50 per cent, Bengali nearly 40 per
cent and Malayalam over 30 per cent. Haryanvi streams

increased almost seven-fold between February 2023 and
February 2026.

It reflects a marketplace where artists no longer neces-
sarily have to migrate towards Hindi to find scale. “When
you stay true to your culture and art form, you sound
authentic,” says Vaidya. Young listeners, he adds, relate to
the stories and identities of these artists, allowing musi-
cians to build their own fandoms across languages.

And increasingly, those fans may not even be in India.
More than 40 per cent of royalties earned by Indian artists
on Spotify in 2025 came from listeners overseas. Of the 15
most-exported Indian tracks on the platform, 11 were inde-
pendent, artist-first releases. Globally, listeners discovered
an Indian artist they had never heard before 12.8 billion
times during 2025, up 14 per cent year-on-year.

The numbers point towards a fundamental change in
the Indian music business. Digital discovery is weakening
some of the old barriers of film, geography and language.
A singer-songwriter no longer necessarily needs a
Bollywood soundtrack to become nationally known; nor
does a Malayalam, Haryanvi or Telugu artist have to
abandon a regional identity to find a global listener.

Bollywood remains formidable. But for India’s next gen-
eration of musicians, it is no longer the only stage
that matters.

The writer is an author and podcaster and a Senior Fellow at the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India
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Don’t wait for buildings to collapse

The incidence of a fatal building collapse is not merely
areminder for public authorities to keep a check on
building safety audits; it is also a gentle reminder for
local communities to recognise the dangers of
unplanned construction. The building disaster that
resulted in the deaths of six identified students, while
some others may still remain unidentified, is nothing
less than a tragedy.

Such incidents of building collapses are particular-
ly concerning because similar occurrences may be
repeated in different parts of India. Unplanned con-
struction, poor building maintenance and infra-
structural mismatches are serious urban menaces,
especially during the monsoon season.

More than just a responsibility of public authori-
ties, building safety requires citizens to be aware of
the seriousness of the matter. Timely maintenance
and repairs, as well as adequate architectural plan-
ning, are extremely important to ensure the safety
of building residents.

We hope that building safety audits will become
part of a civic habit. We should all, at an individual
level, conduct safety audits of our buildings to help
prevent such mishaps.

KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR

EOS-05 boosts space capabilities

The launch of the EOS-05 satellite is a significant step in
India’s continuing journey in space technology. Earth-
observation satellites provide vital information about
changes taking place on the ground and can support better
management of land, water, forests and other natural
resources. The mission reflects India’s growing ability to
develop and deploy sophisticated space systems. Satellite
data has uses beyond space, helping farmers assess crops,
monitor water resources, assess disaster damage and
support urban planning, environmental monitoring and
infrastructure development.

The achievement highlights the need for sustained
investment in research, innovation and indigenous tech-
nology. Strengthening cooperation among ISRO, edu-
cational institutions and private companies can help
India develop more advanced satellites and create a
larger ecosystem for space-based applications. Building
skilled human resources should remain an equally
important priority. The real success of EOS-05 will ulti-
mately depend on how effectively its data is convert-
ed into public value. With consistent investment and
effective utilisation, India’s space programme can
contribute meaningfully to economic growth, environ-

mental protection and national preparedness.
RUKMA SHARMA | PUNJAB

India-EU partnership gains momentum

Apropos “Belgium hedges against an unpredictable US”
(September 7). The growing India-EU partnership is
welcome, but its value will depend on how far it moves
beyond diplomatic assurances. Europe’s search for
greater strategic autonomy offers India an opportuni-
ty to build a more balanced economic relationship, par-
ticularly in defence, technology and clean energy. Yet
trade agreements should not become exercises in polit-
ical symbolism. Both sides must address market
access, regulatory differences and the concerns of
smaller businesses before announcing ambitious
targets. India should seek practical cooperation in areas
where European expertise can strengthen domestic
capabilities, including renewable energy, advanced
manufacturing and research. Belgium’s experience in
defence production and its role in European institutions
could be useful in this regard. At the same time, India
must avoid replacing one form of dependence with
another. Diversifying partnerships is sensible, but self-
reliance requires investment in skills, innovation and
competitive industry.

The trade relationship should prioritise jobs, fair com-
petition and mutual economic benefit. Europe must
respect India’s development priorities.

A MYILSAMI | COIMBATORE
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How are India and Japan
reimagining energy security?

As geopolitical tensions and volatile fuel markets reshape energy security, India and Japan are turning to
domestic renewable resources. Their initiative to develop 1,000 compressed biogas (CBG) plants in India by
2030 combines India’s abundant biomass with Japan’s technology and financing

When people think
about the energy transi-
tion, they usually picture
solar panels, wind tur-
bines and electric vehi-
cles. However, the recent
meeting between the
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Japanese Premier Sanae
Takaichi in New Delhi
suggests that both coun-
tries are beginning to
see energy security differ-
ently. Among the several
announcements on bilateral energy cooperation, the
launch of the India-Japan Cooperative Biogas for Growth
Initiative stands out. The initiative aims to support the
development of 1,000 compressed biogas (CBG) plants by
2030 in India. In an era marked by geopolitical uncertain-
ty, volatile fuel markets and increasingly fragile supply
chains, the question is no longer simply how to gener-
ate cleaner electricity. Itis also how to produce the fuels
that modern economies will continue to need and to do
so from domestic resources.

The crisis in West Asia has underscored the strategic
importance of energy security. It has also exposed how
the conceptitself has evolved through three dimensions.
For decades, energy security has been centred on secur-
ing uninterrupted supplies of oil and gas. The clean energy
transition introduced the second one, focused on tech-
nologies, critical minerals and manufacturing supply
chains, supply chains that remain concentrated in a
handful of countries. A third dimension is now emerging
thatinvolves securing domestic renewable resources for
reducing dependence on both imported fuels and
imported clean-energy technologies. While electricity
would power much of the future economy, modern
economies cannot run on electrons alone. Industries such
as steel, fertilisers, chemicals, shipping, aviation and long-
haul freight will continue to depend on molecules for
decades. Therefore, a more successful and strategic energy
transition should seek where electrons are sufficient,
where molecules are indispensable, and how those essen-
tial molecules can increasingly be produced from domes-
tic renewable resources.

This is where the India-Japan partnership becomes
strategically important in addressing their complemen-
tary energy security vulnerabilities. With over 90% of its
crude oil and nearly all its LNG sourced from overseas,
Japan’s energy insecurity remains overwhelmingly mol-
ecular and import-dependent. In addition to the risks of
geopolitical vulnerabilities, this also contributes to
annual greenhouse gas emissions of approximately 994
million tonnes of CO,-equivalent, the key barrier to Japan’s
2050 net-zero target. Under this partnership, Japanese
public and private entities provide finance, advanced tech-
nologies and equipment to support CBG projects in India.
The resulting emission reductions are quantified, verified
and authorised as Internationally Transferred Mitigation
Outcomes under Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement. These
mitigation outcomes are allocated between India and
Japan according to their agreed financial and technolog-
ical contributions, with Japan applying its authorised share
towards its Nationally Determined Contributions and,
where applicable, voluntary corporate climate commit-
ments. For Tokyo, supporting renewable gas projects is
also a way to diversify future energy options while advanc-
ing its international decarbonisation commitments.

India, meanwhile, faces a dual challenge of energy secu-
rity and systemic decarbonisation. It imports nearly 90
per cent of its crude oil requirements and around 50 per
cent of its natural gas demand, while its rapidly expand-
ing clean energy transition remains heavily dependent
on imported solar modules, battery technologies and
upstream processing of critical minerals.

In other words, India’s vulnerabilities extend across both
molecules and electrons. Since CBG is produced from
domestic feedstocks — cattle dung, agricultural residues,
municipal organic waste and industrial biomass —CBG
simultaneously addresses energy security, waste manage-
ment and methane emissions while creating value from
domestic resources.

Unlike crude oil, LNG or battery minerals, its feedstock
cannot be monopolised by distant producers or disrupt-
ed by maritime conflict. Also, unlike several emerging
energy carriers like hydrogen that still require new supply
chains and infrastructure, CBG can leverage existing gas
networks. The partnership is also economically comple-
mentary. India possesses one of the world’s largest and
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most diverse biomass resources, generated by its extensive agri-
cultural sector, livestock population and growing urban
organic waste streams. Japan, meanwhile, brings technology
through precision engineering and project financing.

Rather than competing in the same segment of the value
chain, the two countries bring different strengths to building
aregional renewable gas economy. More importantly, this coop-
eration leverages India’s existing GOBARdhan programme and
the National Dairy Development Board’s extensive cooperative
network, providing an institutional foundation for scaling feed-
stock collection, avoiding the starting-from-scratch route. But
none of this suggests that scaling compressed biogas will be
straightforward. India’s principal constraints lie less in technol-
ogy than in systems integration.

Countries routinely map their coal reserves, oil fields and crit-
ical mineral deposits because they are recognised as strategic
assets. Biomass resources deserve similar treatment. Crop
residues, cattle dung, food waste and organic municipal
waste constitute dispersed but significant domestic energy
reserves in the form of residual and renewable carbon. This
biomass is geographically dispersed, seasonal, variable in quan-
tity and quality, and generated by millions of small producers.
Establishing transparent pricing mechanisms, village-level
aggregation centres and reliable collection systems, while ensur-
ing that its qualitative characteristics for digestion are main-
tained, will be as important as constructing digesters themselves.
While this complicates logistics, it also makes domestic energy
supply inherently more resilient by reducing dependence on
single points of failure.

Another, more manageable challenge is the infrastructure.
Pipeline connectivity, gas compression facilities and assured
offtake remain essential for commercial viability. Without invest-
ment in downstream infrastructure, new plants risk becoming
underutilised assets. The third challenge is market development.
Stable pricing mechanisms, harmonised gas quality standards,
stronger carbon market incentives and recognition of digestate
as a valuable fertiliser are necessary to improve project eco-
nomics. India’s experience with renewable energy offers an
important lesson. Rapid expansion of solar generation often
outpaced transmission infrastructure, leading to curtailment
and stranded capacity in some regions. The CBG sector should
avoid repeating this mistake by investing as much in logistics
and distribution as in plant construction.

One underappreciated aspect of CBG is renewable carbon.
While renewable electricity will power much of the future
economy, many industries will continue to require carbon-con-
taining fuels and feedstocks. Biomethane addresses this need
by providing not only renewable methane but also renewable
carbon, making it more than just another low-carbon fuel.
Produced from agricultural residues, livestock waste and organic
municipal waste, it can be integrated into existing gas infrastruc-
ture while reducing methane emissions, producing organic fer-
tiliser and creating rural economic opportunities.

The significance of the India-Japan biogas partnership
therefore extends beyond the number of plants it builds. It
reflects a broader shift in energy security, from dependence on
imported hydrocarbons and vulnerable clean-energy supply
chains towards greater reliance on domestically produced
renewable fuels. By combining India’s abundant biomass
resources with Japan’s technological expertise, this
partnership offers a model for strengthening energy security,
accelerating decarbonisation and building resilient energy
systems across Asia.

Listen to the body
before it demands grace

For years, | treated my body like an unpaid intern -
working it to the bone, demanding endless overtime,
and offering very little gratitude in return. If I felt a
migraine creeping in at my desk, I didn’t pause; I swal-
lowed two painkillers, washed them down with an
espresso, and kept typing. If my shoulders were hitched
up to my ears in stress, I just considered it the tax for
being a responsible adult.

I convinced myself 1 was fine because I was still stand-
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ing. [ was proud of my ability to “push through”. But
what I failed to realise — and what took years of burnouts to understand — is that
pushing through isn’t strength. It is a slow, silent borrowing against a bank account
that will eventually go bankrupt.

We live in a culture that conditions us to treat our physical frame like a high-per-
formance vehicle — always pushing for more mileage, faster turnarounds, and higher
output. We measure our worth by our productivity, demanding relentless efficien-
cy from a living being we rarely stop to thank. When the dashboard lights on our
health start flashing, our instinct isn’t curiosity or care; it's annoyance. We view phys-
ical exhaustion as an inconvenience and pain as an enemy to be silenced. We cover
the check-engine light with tape, swallow another coffee, and keep driving.

What we fail to realise is that the body is not an opponent to overcome or a machine
to run into the ground. It is the most loyal companion you will ever have.

Long before a sudden collapse, a hospital bed, or a heavy medical diagnosis forces
us to pull over, the trouble has already begun in the quiet spaces of our daily lives.
The break doesn’t start in the cells; it starts as an internal atmosphere. It begins with
the invisible weight of internal and external pressure, relentless overthinking, per-
fectionism, and a background noise of harsh, unforgiving self-talk. We carry an endless
list of shoulds: I should be doing more, I shouldn’t be tired yet, I can’t let anyone down.

The body is an exceptionally attentive, sensitive audience to this internal dialogue.
It doesn’t distinguish between a real external threat and the threat of your own stress-
ful thoughts. Every time you force yourself past your limits out of fear, guilt, or oblig-
ation, your nervous system registers the alarm. Day after day, your body absorbs
the weight of these thoughts.
The mind can only hold a
burden for so long before it
hands the weight down to
the physical frame. The body
holds your unspoken anxiety
in a tight, nervous stomach,
stores your unaddressed grief
in a heavy chest, and carries
your relentless rush in tense
joints and elevated blood
pressure.

When people finally fall
ill, they almost always pin-
point the start of their trouble
to just a couple of months
ago - the moment the fever
broke out, the back seized up,
or the fatigue became
paralysing. Butif you sit with ==
them and ask them to look
closer, you discover a deeper truth: the body had been knocking for years.

It knocked as a lingering tension headache you ignored. It knocked as a persis-
tent gut issue you dismissed as bad food. It knocked as a sudden, unexplained fog
over your concentration, a bout of restlessness, or months of tossing and turning
in your sleep. But in our rush to achieve, produce, manage the outside world, and
survive, we ignore the knock.

The body is fiercely loyal; it rarely fails without warning. It speaks to us first in
quiet, gentle whispers. But when its quiet whispers are ignored long enough, it
has to speak louder. And when its shouts are continually bypassed, it simply pulls
the emergency brake.

When that brake is pulled, a wave of shock, grief, and betrayal usually follows.
We feel angry at our bodies for failing us right when we needed them most. The heart-
breaking irony is that our bodies never intended to betray us. They knocked because
they were trying to survive us. They forced a full stop because it was the only way
left to save our lives from our own relentless pace.

It does not have to reach a crisis for us to change this narrative. Healing, longevi-
ty, and true emotional peace begin with a simple, radical, and gentle shift in per-
spective: recognising that your body is not a machine to be driven into the ground,
but the most devoted partner you will ever have in this life. It has carried you through
every heartbreak, every late night, every deadline, every milestone, and every silent
storm you have ever weathered. It has fought for your survival every single second
of your life without you ever having to ask.

We must learn to sit down and listen before our bodies are forced to scream.

Listening doesn’t require a grand, complicated retreat. It starts with a simple, inten-
tional act of quiet stillness. Sit for a while without judgement, without rushing to
“fix” anything, and without demanding that your body perform for you. Close your
eyes for five minutes and ask your physical self a simple question: How are you actu-
ally doing? Notice where you are holding your breath. Unclench your jaw. Drop your
shoulders away from your ears. Feel the quiet weariness in your bones that you've
been sweeping under the rug for months. Acknowledge the physical debt you have
accumulated. Your body does not just need basic maintenance; it needs reward. It
deserves to be pampered, rested, and thanked for its relentless loyalty. A reward
doesn’t have to be grand or elaborate. It can be an extra hour of restorative sleep
without guilt, a warm bath without a phone nearby, a slow walk in nature where
the only goal is to feel the air in your lungs, or a deep, unfiltered breath that fills your
chest completely. Sometimes, the greatest reward you can offer is simply telling your-
self, “We have done enough for today. You can rest now.”

Stop waiting for a lab test, a diagnosis, or a doctor’s warning to grant yourself per-
mission to rest. Step off the treadmill of constant demands, offer your body the grace,
kindness, and gratitude it has earned, and listen to its
gentle voice — long before it has to stop you in your
tracks. If you don’t pick a day to rest, your body will
pick it for you.

writer and wellness coach

The writer is a nutritionist, health ’

What the Jauhar debate reveals about our fear of complex agency

Recently, there
has been a con-
versation. A con-
troversy. Over a
movie scene
from almost a
decade ago. An
apples-to-
oranges compar-
ison made in an

PRIYNK A latlzempt to soun;jl
ike a staunc
CHATURVEDI feminist. But the

take is so prob-
lematic that it does a huge disservice to women.
And yes, it is important enough to debunk it, lest
it become an ill-informed idea to propagate -
about an act of Jauhar in the 14th century to a
rape survivor in the 21st-century context.

There is a peculiar irony in some contempo-
rary conversations about women’s agency. We
say we want women to have the right to
choose. And then, when some women in history
made that choice — a decision that we find
uncomfortable in this day and age — we decide
that they could not possibly have been making
choices at all, but were coerced into it.

Let us begin with something that should
require no qualification whatsoever:

A woman who survives rape has a right not
just to live, but to thrive. And not just to live, but
to live a life of dignity.

She does not become impure, dishonoured,
damaged or less worthy of love, marriage,

motherhood, work or happiness. The shame and
criminal act is that of the accused who has com-
mitted the crime, and the dishonour is for him
to bear — our laws must ensure that.

I can’t imagine I have to literally spell it out
because some made it about a rape survivor
choosing life over death, by comparing the 21st-
century nation-state situation, which is consti-
tutionally governed with recourse available, to
a 14th-century princely statehood choice, where
women chose Jauhar —choosing death over life
in the face of impending defeat, captivity and
sexual violence.

Firstly, they are not the same choice, ifitisn’t
already obvious.

Butin case it still isn’t obvious to some brain-
washed idea which was spoken recently and is
being justified repeatedly — in one case, a
woman is subjected to violence against her will.
In the other, we are talking about women con-
fronted with an extraordinarily brutal circum-
stance in which they knew capture could mean
enslavement, sexual violence and the loss of
control over their own lives and bodies. You can
find that choice tragic. But to say that the women
who chose Jauhar were simply victims of patri-
archy is not just misplaced but also an insincere
argument.

Worse still, equating Jauhar to sati, as though
they were interchangeable manifestations of one
identical practice. They were not.

Sati was associated with the death of a
widow following her husband’s death on the
same funeral pyre as her husband, an abhorrent

idea developed within particular social and cul-
tural contexts. Jauhar belonged to the context
of war, siege, defeat and anticipated captivity.

One was connected to widowhood — the other
to warfare.

Sati was not just abolished but identified as
a criminal act against women once India
became a republic. And rightly so.

If we flatten every historical practice involv-
ing women'’s bodies into one convenient cate-
gory called “patriarchy”, we stop understanding
history and start using history as a prop for con-
temporary arguments.

Talking of contemporary history, not too
long ago, in 2014, during the genocide in Iraq’s
Sinjar region, many Yazidi women and girls chose
to take their own lives rather than submit to sys-
tematic rape, torture and forced conversion by
ISIS militants.

Images are for representative purposes only

The idea that a rape
survivor’s honour is
destroyed by sexual vio-
lence against her is itself
an obscene form of
victim-blaming.

But does defending the
right of a rape survivor to
live require us to declare
thata woman who chose
Jauhar was wrong to
make that choice?

Awoman who survives
rape in the 21st century or
earlier is choosing life
after an assault she did not choose. A woman
who chose Jauhar, in the historical circum-
stances, was choosing death rather than antic-
ipated captivity and violence.

Those are radically different circumstances.

One simple fact: a woman’s agency does not
disappear simply because we dislike the choice.
We cannot say a woman is empowered when
she makes the choice we approve of and brain-
washed when she makes the choice we don’t.

I would rather ask a much harder question.
Why is it that all through history, a woman’s body
has been made a battlefield on which victorious
armies asserted power?

Why is it that women have had to contemplate
death as an alternative to captivity?

Those are profoundly feminist questions.
And itisn’t definitely anilliterate argument that
we have been subjected to.

The tragedy of Jauhar, or in the case of Yazidi
women, is not that women chose death. Perhaps
the tragedy is that the world in which they lived
gave them only that one terrible choice to deal
with. The question should not be of the women
but the mindset of such invaders who looked at
women as acquisitions to do as they pleased
with them.

Also, to put sati, Jauhar and rape survivors into
one basket is to construct a contemporary
analogy out of three profoundly different circum-
stances.

Sati was a practice that needed to end. Which
we did.

Similarly, women who chose Jauhar should not
have their agency erased merely because we,
living centuries later, would make a different
choice. Rape survivors have an absolute right to
live. No woman should ever be told that her life
is less valuable because of sexual violence.

There is no contradiction in holding all three
positions. In fact,  would argue that this is what
a genuinely feminist reading of history demands.

The goal of feminism cannot be to tell women
what the correct choice is. It must be to build a
world in which women have choices that do not
involve choosing between their lives and their
dignity.

That is the world we should be fighting for.

Not rewriting the choices of women who lived
in another one.

The writer is a former Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
and currently heads Women Led Futures at ORF
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ISRO chief reassures staff over privatisation concerns

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Bengaluru

Days after some Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO)employees raised concerns
about privatisation, its chairman
V Narayanan on Monday said the
space agency remains a
Government organisation and dis-
missed apprehensions. He said the
ISRO is working with private com-
panies and startups to expand
India’s space ecosystem.

His reaction came after nine
employee associations at the
ISRO wrote to the Chairman on
September 4, seeking official
clarification on the proposed
transfer of its manufacturing
and operational functions to
private entities.

Speaking to reporters after the
inaugural ceremony of the ninth
edition of the Bengaluru Space
Expo (BSX) here, Narayanan said
India’s space programme is about
64-65 years old, and that at present
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ISRO Chairman V Narayanan with Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe) Chairman Pawan Goenka during the inaugural session of 9th
Bengaluru Space Expo 2026, in Bengaluru, Karnataka, Monday

there are 56 space assets in the sky
serving the common man of the
country, but the need is huge

numbers. Recalling that since the
space sector reforms were rolled
out six years ago, he said, “we are

supposed to hand-hold the private
sector, startup companies, and
grow the space ecosystem.”

“In fact, whenever a PSLV or a
GSLV is lifting off, almost 80 per
cent budget is invested in Indian
industries. A total of 450 industries
are working for us,” he said.

On the concerns raised by the
employee associations, Narayanan
said, “So, surely, my colleagues,
whatever they have, is a genuine
concern. It is our responsibility to
clarify.” He clarified that the ISRO
is not privatised and remains a
Government organisation.

“We are working — it’s a
Government investment, and we
are working there. But the only
thing is, we now (have) so many
activities. The space ecosystemin
the country has to grow and the
space economy has to grow,”
he said.

Responding to a question about
different voices within ISRO raising
concerns, Narayanan said, “We are

20,000 employees...we will
address the employees.” He
further added that ISRO has a
system and it regularly talks to its
employees. When asked about sci-
entists resigning from ISRO, he said
the space agency has 20,000
employees with over 8,000 scien-
tists. “In the last five-six years, if
you take the statistics, some-
where around 150 people per
year have resigned. This is normal
in any organisation,” he said.

He also clarified that the space
agency had no shortage of budget
and said whatever ISRO needs, the
Government has been allotting it.

Meanwhile, speaking to
reporters here, Indian National
Space Promotion and

Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)
Chairman Pawan Goenka said
that everything that they are
doing is consistent with the
space policy.

Referring to the space policy, he
said that the role of IN-SPACe and

NewsSpace India Limited (NSIL) is
very clearly defined, and there is
not even an iota of digression from
whatis in the Indian space policy.
So all the technology transfer that
we are doing is as per Indian
space policy.

He reiterated the ISRO chief’s
assertion that the organisation’s
projects were progressing fully as
planned, with no disruption, slow-
down, budgetary constraints or
shortage of manpower.

He clarified that it is not ISRO
versus industry. Instead, it is ISRO
and industry taking on the world.
“Right now, we are an about USD
8 billion space economy. We are
targeting $44 billion by 2033. That
cannot be done with ISRO alone;
it cannot be done with industry
alone. It has to be industry and
ISRO together. ISRO will be sup-
porting in a very big way, as it has
been doing in the last several
years, and it will continue to
support,” Goenka added.

Congress questions delay In

proroguin

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Congress on Monday
questioned the delay in pro-
roguing Parliament’s
Monsoon Session, wonder-
ing if the home minister is
still scrambling for his
“super-tainted” two-thirds
majority to get the delimita-
tion bills passed.

“Today is exactly 25 days
since Parliament was
adjourned sine die. But it
has still NOT been pro-
rogued,” Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh
said in a post on X.
“Normally prorogation takes
place 3-4 days after adjourn-
ment sine die. But the gap
for the Monsoon Session in
2015 was 28 days. That
session had been washed
outalmost entirely over the
Lalit Modi issue, but the
Modi Government kept the
session alive, hoping to bull-
doze the GST bills through.

It needed a two-thirds
majority in the Rajya Sabha
which it did not have.

“As it turned out, the Modi
Government was forced to
consult more meaningfully
with the Opposition and
pass the Bills much later,” he
said. Ramesh said, “The 2026
Monsoon Session has been
kept on ventilator because
the Home Minister is still
scrambling around for his
super-tainted two-thirds
majority in the Lok Sabha to
get the Delimitation Bills

g Monsoon Session

passed. How much longer
before he accepts the reality
that his politics of threats
and intimidation have
reached its their limit?”
“How much longer before
he accepts the reality that
his politics of threats and
intimidation have reached
its their limit?” the Congress
leader said.

The Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha were adjourned
sine die on August 13.

During the Budget Session
on April 17, the Modi
Government faced a setback
as the Constitution
Amendment Bill, involving
delimitation for the imple-
mentation of the women’s
reservation in the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies,
was defeated in the Lower
House. Of the 528 MPs who
voted in Lok Sabha, 298
voted in support, while
230 opposed it. The bill
required 352 votes for a
two-thirds majority.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The CPI(M) on Monday
demanded an immediate
halt to what it termed the
“privatisation” of the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), alleging that the move
could compromise national
security and create depen-
dence on private players in
strategically-important areas.

“The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) denounces
the privatisation of ISRO and
demands its immediate
halt,” the party’s Politburo
said in a statement.

It said the ISRO’s contribu-
tions to defence, agricul-
ture, disaster management,
weather forecasting and
remote sensing are “strate-
gically important for India’s
economy and security”.

“Privatising such a critical,
self-reliant institution would
create unwanted depen-
dence on the private sector
in matters of vital national
importance,” the party said.
The CPI(M) also questioned

recent remarks by IN-SPACe
chairman Pawan Goenka

that the ISRO would
no longer manufacture
launch vehicles.

“Pawan Goenka’s com-
ments that ISRO will no
longer manufacture launch
vehicles reveals a sinister
design of handing over space
research infrastructure built
over seven decades by ded-
icated Indian scientists to
private players,” it said.

The party claimed that
the shiftis part of the Indian
Space Policy 2023, which
opened the space sector to

private players and offered
liberal concessions to foreign
investment.

It alleged that the policy is
being pursued “in the decep-
tive name of cost-effective-
ness in launch operations”.

The CPI(M) referred to a
report of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Science and Technology,
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change presented in
March, saying it had
expressed “serious concern
over the transfer of public
assets to private entities,
without transparency or

CPI(M) demands immediate halt to privatisation of ISRO

accountability”. The party
further criticised the clarifi-
cation issued by the ISRO in
response to concerns raised
by the Joint Action
Committee of ISRO Staff
Associations in its letter to
the chief of the space agency.

“ISRO’s clarification issued
in response to concerns
raised by the Joint Action
Committee of ISRO Staff
Associations through their
joint letter to the ISRO chief
attempts to defend the policy.
However, it fails to address
the core anxiety that nation-
al security may be compro-
mised,” the CPI(M) said.

The party said it stands
with the scientists, technol-
ogists and staff seeking the
strengthening of the ISRO.

“The CPI(M) stands for
the protection of the
country’s strategic inter-
ests and with the scien-
tists, technologists and staff
who are demanding the
strengthening of ISRO. It
opposes all the attempts to
privatise such a crucial insti-
tution,” it said.

Mizoram
electoral rolls
see 78,442

deletions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Aizawl

Mizoram’s electoral rolls
underwent a significant
change during the SIR exer-
cise, with 78,442 names
deleted and 39,243 new elec-
tors added, taking the state’s
final voter count to 8.35 lakh,
a senior official said on
Monday.

The final roll also recorded
the state’s first third gender
elector, alongside 4 lakh
male and 4.32 lakh female
voters, according to State
Chief Electoral Officer
@Garima Gupta.

The SIR was launched
across all districts on May 20,
alongside 15 states and two
Union Territories covered in
the third phase of the nation-
wide revision exercise.

Before the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), the state had
8,75 lakh registered electors,
all of whom were provided
enumeration forms, Gupta
said. Of these, 8,28,906 forms
were collected, while 46,162
remained uncollected and
the voters’ names were sub-
sequently deleted, she said.

“The draft electoral rolls
published on July 4 contained
8,28,906 electors.

During the claims and
objections period, which
ended on 2 September, 32,280
more names were removed
while 39,243 voters were
added, resulting in a net
increase of 6,963 electors or
0.84 per cent from the draft
rolls, in the final rolls,” Gupta
told a news conference.

Karnataka rejects Kasturirangan report on Western Ghats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

M Shivamogga

Karnataka Minister Madhu
Bangarappa on Monday said
the state Government would
not allow implementation of
the Kasturirangan report under
any circumstances and assured
people in Malnad that their
land, agriculture and liveli-
hoods would be protected.
The Kasturirangan
Committee had recommend-
ed declaring 37 per cent of the
Western Ghats, covering
around 60,000 sq km across
Six states (Guijarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Keralam, and Tamil Nadu), as
an Eco-Sensitive Area to
balance environmental con-
servation with development.
“The Kasturirangan report
will not be allowed to be
implemented under any cir-

Madhu Bangarappa

cumstances. Our Government
is committed to protecting
every household in Malnad,”
Bangarappa said while
addressing a Congress paday-
atra and protest in Thirthahalli,
demanding that the report
be scrapped.

The padayatra, led by former
minister Kimmane Ratnakar,
began at Binthala and culmi-
nated at the Shanthaveri

Gopalagowda Rangamandira.
Congress workers raised
slogans against the BJP and the
union Government during the
procession. Bangarappa, who
holds the School Education
and Literacy portfolio, said
the Congress had consistent-
ly opposed the Kasturirangan
report and recalled that a
Cabinet sub-committee was
constituted on the issue during
Siddaramaiah’s tenure as chief
minister after he entered the
Assembly for the first time in
2013. “Based on the recom-
mendations of the committee,
the report was rejected out-
right. The Congress party has
opposed the Kasturirangan
report from the beginning,” he
said. The issue was not merely
about opposing a notification
but about protecting the land,
agriculture, livelihoods and
future of Malnad, he said.

“The Western Ghats are our
pride and environmental pro-
tection is necessary. Butin the
name of environmental pro-
tection, we cannot accept any
measure that puts the people
of Malnad, who live in
harmony with the environ-
ment, into difficulty,”
Bangarappa said.

Farmers across Shivamogga
and neighbouring Malnad dis-
tricts are seeking a physical
survey and the exclusion of
human settlements and culti-
vated land from the proposed
ESA boundaries.

Turning his criticism on the
BJP, Bangarappa questioned its
leaders’ participation in discus-
sions on the issue, asking
whether Shivamogga MP B Y
Raghavendra and then Udupi-
Chikkamagaluru MP Shobha
Karandlaje had attended a
crucial meeting convened by

the Centre on August 11, 2016.
“Today, the BJP is making big
statements on this issue. But
did Raghavendra and Shobha
attend that meeting?” he
asked. Bangarappa said
Karnataka had rejected the
Kasturirangan report several
times and the Legislative
Assembly had passed a reso-
lution against it and sent it to
the Centre. “Despite this, the
BJP Government at the Centre
has been issuing notifications
repeatedly. Now, the draft
notification has been issued for
the seventh time, which has
caused anger,” he said.

He said 139 villages in
Thirthahalli taluk had figured
in the first six draft notifica-
tions, while the latest draft pro-
posed increasing the number
to 154. “What is local BJP MLA
Araga Jnanendra doing on this
issue?” he asked.

BJP wins 44,
Congress 16 in
Rajasthan

s S ¥
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jaipur

Seventy-seven candidates,
including 37 women, have
been elected unopposed in
Rajasthan’s urban local body
polls, with the ruling BJP
accounting for 44 of the victo-
ries and the Congress 16,
according to election officials.
Among the unopposed
winners, 37 are women. The
Congress’s Sofia (22) from
Ramgarh Shekhawati Nagar
Palika in Sikar district is the
youngest of the winning can-
didates. She is followed by
her party colleague Mona
Bano from Basani Nagar
Palika in Nagaur district.

Declare Bihar floods a national disaster: Tejashwi to PM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Leader of the opposition in the
Bihar Assembly, Tejashwi
Yadav, on Monday wrote a
letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi demanding
declaration of the state’s
floods as a “National disaster”
and immediate financial assis-
tance of 5,000 crore to the
State to tackle the situation.

In his letter, Yadav alleged
that the “financially bank-

was “indifferent” to helping
flood victims.

Fed by heavy rainfall,
rivers have swelled and inun-
dated 13 districts of Bihar,
affecting 27 lakh people, offi-
cials said. So far in
September, the state
received 69.1 mm of rain,
which is 55 per cent above
normal. Describing flood
relief and rescue arrange-
ments made by the NDA
Government in the state as
“grossly inadequate,” Yadav

rupt” Bihar Government
“persistently failed in taking
response, mitigation and
adaptation measures” and

claimed that the Bihar min-
isters and the ruling
alliance’s Union ministers
and MPs elected from Bihar
appeared “helpless, ineffec-
tive and incapable” in the
wake of the disaster.

“They have neither been
able to get the Centre to
declare the severe floods a
national disaster nor have
they been able to strongly
demand a special relief and
assistance package for
Bihar,” he said.

exercise in M

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Imphal

Manipur Home Minister
Govindas Konthoujam on
Monday said the state
Government alone cannot
update the NRC, and the
Centre has to be part of
the exercise.

Responding to a query by
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader K Meghachandra
Singh at the assembly,
Konthoujam said, “The
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) cannot be conducted
solely and willingly by the
state Government. The
Government of India has to
be part of the exercise.” He
said the resolutions adopted
by the state Assembly for
NRC updation have been
conveyed to the Centre.

“Following the resolutions
taken by the state Assembly,
the Manipur State
Population Commission was
formed. NRC cannot be
easily done. It was conduct-
ed in Assam but could not be
successfully put up in the
public domain and was left
in cold storage and before
the court,” he said.

“The NRC exercise needs
to be conducted properly,
and the state Government is
treating it cautiously so that
it does not turn out like the
one in Assam,” he added.

On the base year for the
NRC, a demand that has

’

Union Govt has to be part of NRC
anipur: Konthoujam

Manipur Home Minister Govindas Konthoujam

been consistently raised by
civil society organisations,
Konthoujam said, “We have
been clear that the base
year would be 1951.”

Rejecting allegations that
the Manipur  State
Population Commission was
not functioning, he said, “It
is working.”

During the discussion,
Meghachandra also said,
“Without a base year, a legal
framework cannot be made.
The base year 1951 should be
reflected in the resolutions
of the Assembly.”

To another query by
Congress MLA K Ranijit Singh
on the attacks at border vil-
lages in Kamjong district in
May, Konthoujam said
police are investigating the
attacks on three border vil-
lages in Kamjong district by
armed militants.

On May 7, armed militants
attacked Z Choro, Namlee
and Wanglee villages in
Kamjong district bordering
Myanmar.

Konthoujam said one
person was injured and 23
houses were burnt in the
attack. He said the state
Government has assessed
the damage in all three vil-
lages and the losses have
been estimated at over Rs 5
crore, Konthoujam said,
adding that reconstruction
of the houses has already
begun.Asked whether
Myanmar-based rebel group
KNF(B) was involved in the
attack and arson, the minis-
ter said the investigation
was still underway.

“It would be too early to
comment on whether the
said militant group was
involved or not,” he said.

58 lakh records to be displayed, camps for Maratha caste certificates : Patil

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Maharashtra Minister
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil on
Monday said 58 lakh records
traced by the retired Justice
Shinde Committee will be
displayed in gram panchay-
ats, and camps will be
organised from September
10 to 17 to help Marathas
complete documentation for
caste certificates.

Vikhe Patil, who heads the
state Government’s Maratha
reservation sub-committee,
directed divisional commis-
sioners and district collectors

ing the implementation of
decisions taken on the
Maratha reservation issue
during a virtual meeting with
collectors and sub-division-
al officers from Dharashiv,
Beed, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Parbhani,
Hingoli, Latur and Jalna dis-
tricts of Marathwada.

He reviewed district-wise
data on caste verification cer-
tificates issued, Kunbi records
traced and applications
received. The collectors also
presented details of the action
taken and implementation
measures undertaken so far.

Vikhe Patil said the
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Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil

to ensure proper coordina-
tion and take the issues con-
cerning reservation serious-
ly. The minister was review-

Parbhani district collectorate
had published the records it
had found, and directed
other districts to take similar
action and publish details on
their websites.

He said that 58 lakh records
traced by the retired Justice
Shinde Committee will be
displayed in gram panchay-
ats, and directed the admin-
istrations to make proper
arrangements for camps
from September 10 to 17 to
help Marathas complete the
requirements for certifi-
cates.Speaking to reporters
after the meeting, Vikhe Patil
said the state Government

would follow the law while
issuing certificates.

“No one is above the law.
Certificates will be issued
only by following genealog-
ical records and legal rules,”
he said. Around 3.5 lakh
Kunbi certificates have been
distributed in Marathwada,
he said, adding that the rules
would be strictly adhered to
while issuing certificates to
eligible beneficiaries.

He further said that the
Government would hold dis-
cussions with Maratha quota
activist Manoj Jarange, who
ison a hunger strike in Jalna.

The Government was

taking steps to provide reser-
vation to the Maratha com-
munity without affecting the
reservation of any other com-
munity, he asserted.

“If some people are delib-
erately using the language of
agitation to oppose Maratha
reservation, it is wrong and
an attempt to unnecessarily
create social tension,” Vikhe
Patil said.

Responding to Jarange’s
allegation that the
Government was only
making assurances on
Maratha reservation, the
minister said that action had
been taken on most of the

demands raised during the
previous agitation and efforts
were underway to find a
way forward on the remain-
ing demands.

The Government has
always been ready to discuss
the reservation issue with
Jarange, he said, reiterating
that its stand was to provide
reservation to the Maratha
community without affecting
the quota of any other com-
munity.

The issue would be
resolved within the legal
framework and keeping the
interests of all communities
in mind, Vikhe Patil said.
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worlp Nepal observes national mourning as 5,000 remain missing

LEBANON

Israeli airstrikes
kill 9

Israel’s air force carried
out two strikes early
Monday on a southern
Lebanese village, killing
at least nine people,
including women and
children, Lebanon’s
Health Ministry said.

The ministry said one of
the strikes hit a building,
killing eight people
including a child and two
women. It added that 11
people were also
wounded, including four
children and two women.
The ministry added that
another strike on a car in
the village killed a
paramedic with the
Lebanese Islamic Risala
Scout Association and
wounded two others.
The strikes came amid a
new round of escalation
between Israel and
Hezbollah. (AP)

16 people Kkilled
in road accident

Sixteen people were killed
and over 70 injured in
separate road accidents in
Pakistan's Punjab and
Sindh provinces, officials
said on Monday. The first
incident took place in
Rahim Yar Khan district,
some 600 km from
Lahore, on Sunday. Seven
persons died and over 50
were injured when a
tractor trolley carrying
wedding party guests
collided with an
overspeeding trailer at
Sardar Garh area, Punjab
Emergency Services
Rescue 1122
spokesperson Mohammad
Farooq said. The injured
were shifted to the Sheikh
Zayed Medical College
Hospital and the Mianwali
Qureshian Hospital in
Rahim Yar Khan, where the
condition of five of them is
stated to be critical,
officials said. The second
accident occurred at Thal
city in Sindh's Jacobabad
district when a passenger
bus en route to Lahore
veered off the road due to
overspeeding and
rammed into a tree. “Nine
passengers were killed
and 20 others injured in
the accident. (PTI)

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
W Kathmandu

Nepal on Monday observed a
national day of mourning on
the 13th day of the Rasuwa
flash flood disaster, honouring
more than 1,340 people who
lost their lives in one of the
country’s deadliest natural
disasters in recent history.
Nearly 5,000 people remain
missing, including 589 foreign
nationals, after the flash floods
struck Rasuwa, bordering
China, and adjoining districts
on August 26 following an ice-
rock avalanche in the high
Himalayas, causing wide-
spread loss of life and exten-
sive damage to infrastructure
in northern and central Nepal.
The Government declared
September7 a national day of
mourning to honour the
victims of the catastrophic

floods that swept throug
Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Dhading
and other areas along the
Bhotekoshi and Trishuli river
systems. The mourning is
being observed on the 13th day
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after the disaster, in keeping
with the traditional Hindu
practice of marking the thir-
teenth day following a death.
The day is regarded in many
Hindu communities as an

important period in the
mourning period, when rituals
are performed to honour the
deceased and mark the con-
clusion of the formal period of
mourning.

“The national flag will be
flown at half-mast at
Government offices across
the country and at Nepali
diplomatic missions abroad,”
the Ministry of Home Affairs
said in a statement issued on
Sunday. The devastating
floods caused massive loss of
life and extensive destruc-
tion of homes, roads, bridges,
hydropower projects,
Government offices and other
critical infrastructure.

Search and rescue opera-
tions are continuing in the
worst-affected areas, including
hydropower project tunnels,
with security personnel and
specialised international
rescue teams engaged in
efforts to locate missing people
and recover bodies.

The disaster has displaced at
least 32,000 families, com-
pletely destroyed around 7,500

houses and severely disrupted
livelihoods and essential infra-
structure across central Nepal.
The Government has
mobilised the Nepali Army,
Nepal Police, Armed Police
Force and other agencies for
search, rescue, relief and
recovery operations.
Specialist teams from neigh-
bouring countries, including
India, have also joined efforts
torescue people believed to be
trapped in hydropower
tunnels.Meanwhile, the
Government has declared
Tuesday (September 8) a public
holiday to mark Gen Z Martyrs’
Day. On the same day last year,
Gen Z-led protests erupted in
Kathmandu against a
Government decision to ban
social media platforms, alleged
corruption and what protest-
ers described as the ostenta-
tious lifestyles of the children

of influential politicians and
officials. The agitation turned
violent after security personnel
opened fire near the
Parliament building, killing 72
people, including children,
and eventually forcing then-
prime minister K P Sharma
Oli to resign.

The developments led to the
dissolution of Parliamentand
the collapse of the
Government led by the CPN-
UML and Nepali Congress.

A caretaker Government
was subsequently formed and
fresh parliamentary elections
were held on March 5 this year.
The polls brought the Gen z-
backed Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP), led by Rabi
Lamichhane, to power with an
almost two-thirds majority,
with former Kathmandu
mayor Balendra Shah becom-
ing prime minister. (PTI)

Indian held in Moscow, wife alleges

Belgian-Chinese
man to face trial
over espionage

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Brussels

A Belgian-Chinese man has
been taken into custody on sus-
picion of industrial espionage
after allegedly transferring
trade secrets about semicon-
ductor production to China,
Belgian prosecutors
said Monday.

Prosecutors said the 52-year-
old man, who was born in
Beijing but lived in Belgium,
was detained on May 10 as he
was about to board a flight in
Brussels to the Chinese capital.

The man, who was not
named, is being held in prison
while he awaits trial. The man
worked in a senior research
position ata company named
BelGaN that specialises in
making gallium nitride semi-
conductors, used in electric
vehicles, satellites, radar
systems and for electronic
warfare. The company, which
employed around 400 people,
was declared bankruptin July
2024. Prosecutors said investi-
gators suspect the man was
working at the same time as
the head of a Chinese company
doing similar kinds of work.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Bangladesh and India are
expected to discuss this
week the resumption of
the cross-border passen-
ger train services that have
remained suspended
since the violent unrestin
2024 that toppled prime
minister Sheikh Hasina's
Government, officials here
said on Monday.

According to officials,
Bangladesh Railway offi-
cials will hold a two-day
meeting with their Indian
counterparts in Dhaka
from Tuesday to discuss
restarting the Maitree,
Bandhan and Mitali
Express services and the
possibility of introducing
a new route.

“We are set to discuss
matters relating to re-
launching of the railway
services - Maitree,
Bandhan, and Mitali
Express - in the IGRM
(Inter-Governmental
Railway Meeting) starting
tomorrow,” a Bangladesh
railway official familiar
with the development
said. The Maitree Express
connects Dhaka with
Kolkata, the Bandhan
Express links Khulna with
Kolkata, while the Mitali
Express previously con-
nected Dhaka with New
Jalpaiguri. Both Kolkata

Bangladesh, India to discuss resumption of
stalled cross-border passenger train services

and New Jalpaiguri are
situated in West Bengal.

Bangladesh is expected
to propose a new train
route connecting Rajshahi
in the country's northwest
with Kolkata, said the offi-
cial who wished to remain
anonymous.

Bangladesh is also likely
to propose that the
Maitree Express operate
between Dhaka and
Kolkata via the newly con-
structed Padma Bridge
instead of the Jamuna
Bridge.

“If both sides agree, the
Maitree, Bandhan, and
Mitali Express trains could
resume operations by next
month,” the official said,
adding that Indian railway
authorities were also inter-
ested in restarting the ser-
vices. The official said both
countries would need
clearance from their
respective foreign, home
and other relevant min-
istries before the passen-
ger services can be
resumed or a new route

introduced.
Representatives of the
concerned ministries are
also expected to attend
the two-day meeting. The
final decision will be taken
by the political leadership
of the two countries, the
official added.

The three train services
were suspended following
violent
Bangladesh in July 2024.

The
Bandhan Express services
were initially cancelled
from July 19 to August 6,
2024, but their suspen-
sion was later extended
indefinitely, according to

the Railway Ministry.

The Mitali Express made
its last trip to Dhaka on
July 17, 2024, but did not
return, according to Indian
Railway officials.

The political turmoil in
Bangladesh that followed
kept the services suspend-
ed even after the immedi-
ate unrest subsided.
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Philippine
lawmaker
charged with
corruption

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Manila

protests in

Maitree and

Hasina fled to India on

August 5, 2024, following

A Philippine lawmaker and

former speaker of the House
of Representatives was
charged Monday for alleged-
ly pocketing millions of
dollars in kickbacks from
flood control projects in a
widening scandal concern-
ing vital public construc-
tion to shield communities
from typhoons.

Rep Martin Romualdez, a
cousin and former political
ally of President Ferdinand
Marcos |r, and others are
facing plunder charges at
the anti-graft court
Sandiganbayan.

“The amount involved
here is 7.4 billion pesos
($118 million), and this has
been divided in various
transactions where the
money was used,”
Ombudsman Jesus Crispin
Remulla, whose office filed

news conference.

the charges, told a

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Moscow

An Indian woman has alleged
that Russian police detained
her husband in Moscow and
pressured him to join the
Russian army, prompting the
Indian Embassy to seek con-
sular access to him.

Sneha Gupta, who identi-
fies herselfas an advocate on
her Instagram profile, made
the allegations in an appeal
video posted on September 6.

She identified her husband
as Chandan Gupta, an engi-
neer from Kanpur, and said
they were living in Moscow
on his “highly qualified spe-
cialist” visa issued through a
Noida-based company where
he worked.

Gupta alleged that Russian
police took her husband into
custody around 12.30 am on
Sunday and that he was
being held despite having
committed no wrongdoing.

She further alleged that
her husband was being pres-
sured in detention to join the
Russian armed forces, claim-
ing that shortage of person-
nel in the Russian military
had led to attempts to recruit
foreign nationals.

Her allegations could not
be independently verified.

In hervideo appeal, Gupta
said the family has a 10-year-
old son and that she was dis-
tressed as she did not speak
the local language and was
unsure how to deal with the
situation. She appealed to
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath and the

Indian Government to inter-
vene and help secure her
husband's release and safe
return. The Indian Embassy in
Russia said on September 6
that it was in touch with
Gupta and local authorities
over the matter.

“We have seen a social
media post by an Indian
national regarding her
husband. We are in touch
with her and the local author-
ities in the matter.

As per law enforcement
authorities, it is a legal matter
and they are looking into it.
The Embassy has also sought
consular access,” the
embassy said in a post on X.

The case comes amid
India's continuing efforts to
secure the discharge and
return of its nationals who
have been recruited into the
Russian armed forces.

Last week, the Ministry of
External Affairs said 227
Indian nationals had been
recruited into the Russian
armed forces, of whom 139
were discharged and 51 had
died. The ministry said India
remained engaged with
Russia for the early discharge
and return of the remaining
Indian nationals.

UK Government condemns anti-immigrant
demonstrators after Channel crossing protests

EU chief inaugurates $232 million Greenland
package as tensions heighten with Trump claims

LORNE COOK M Brussels

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen unveiled on Monday
a 200-million-euro ($232
million) investment package
for Greenland, as the
European Union seeks to
boost its relations with the
vast island.

“Greenland can count on
the EU,” von der Leyen said,
after signing an EU-
Greenland declaration with
Prime Minister Jens-Frederik
Nielsen and Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen.
Greenland is a semiau-
tonomous territory of NATO
ally Denmark. The EU has
increased its focus on
Greenland since US

President Donald Trump
began insisting that the
United States should take
control of the island for
security reasons.

Von der Leyen said the
investment partnership
“will create new opportuni-

ties and a strong and

engaged EU in both
Greenland and the Arctic,
because Greenland is a
strategic ally and a trusted
friend.” It aims to help
Greenland improve educa-
tion and fisheries, internet

connectivity, hydropower
systems, and the use of crit-
ical raw minerals. Funds
are also earmarked for
better housing, support for
small businesses and sus-
tainable tourism.

Trump’s persistent claims
on the island raised sovereign-
ty concerns and pushback
from Greenlandic and Danish
leaders and heightened ten-
sions among thae NATO part-
ners. Denmark and seven of
its European allies sent a
small group of military
personnel toisland in January,
publicly for military exercises
focused on strengthening

Arctic security, but
with intention of
showing support for

Greenland’s sovereignty.(AP)

ASSOCIATED PRESS M London

The British Government on
Monday condemned the
“intimidating and thuggish
behaviour” of anti-immigrant
demonstrators who con-
verged on a portin southern
England where migrants
were brought ashore after
crossing the English Channel.
Hundreds of protesters,
many dressed in dark cloth-
ing and wearing masks, faced
off with police in Portsmouth
late Sunday in an attempt to
prevent lifeboats from bring-
ing the migrants to land.
They then tried to block
buses carrying the new
arrivals to a processing facil-
ity for asylum seekers. “The

PM Andy Burnham

right to peaceful protest is
fundamental to our democ-
racy, but it must never cross
a line into disorder,” the
Government said in a state-
ment. The Portsmouth

protest came a day after hun-
dreds of masked anti-immi-
gration protesters blocked
roads leading to Britain’s
busiest ferry port of Dover on
Saturday, clogging traffic and
disrupting travellers as well
as cargo vehicles heading
for France. Both groups
appeared to be led by Daniel
Thomas, an ally of veteran far-
right activist Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon, better known as
Tommy Robinson.
Successive UK
Governments have struggled
to stop people — more than
40,000 last year — making
the dangerous journey across
one of the world’s busiest
shipping lanes. The issue has
been depicted as a crisis by

politicians including Nigel
Farage of the hard-right party
Reform UK, and has been
used as a rallying point by
anti-immigration activists.

Prime Minister Andy
Burnham'’s Government says
stepped-up law enforcement
cooperation between Britain
and France has helped
reduce the number of people
making the crossing so far
this year by more than 40%
compared with 2025.

The boat carrying about
140 people to Portsmouth
had left early Sunday from
Normandy, far west of the
beaches near Calais where
most departures have taken
place - making it a much
longer and riskier journey.

Charismatic candidate propels German far-right party to victory

GEIR MOULSON I Berlin

Irich Siegmund, a charismat-
ic 35-year-old who gave the
far-right Alternative for
Germany a friendly face and
combined promises of a
better future with a touch of
nostalgia, has led the party to
its strongest showing yet.

The party surged to a
resounding victory in
Sunday’s regional election in
the eastern state of
Saxony-Anhalt, but fell just
short of a majority as it
seeks to form the first far-right
state Government since
World War I1.

Siegmund’s face was every-
where in posters for
Alternative for Germany, or
AfD, in a campaign whose
motto was “everything is pos-
sible.” At campaign events,
supporters -- some of them

ST 1]

wearing T-shirts bearing his
image - queued at length for
a selfie and a few words with
the candidate. Although his
party is known for its pro-
Russian and anti-immigration
positions and other radical

.
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stances, Siegmund has

avoided making extreme state-
ments and presents himself as
aman of the people. But while
that appeals to voters who
might otherwise be put off by
AfD, he is also uncompromis-

rom B— —

ing, insisting after the election
that the party won’t “throw
our positions overboard for
coalitions.” Siegmund studied
business management and
used to sell air fresheners. But
he is no political novice: after

a brief period as a member of
the centre-right Christian
Democratic Union of current
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
when he was younger, he
joined AfD.

He has been a lawmaker in
the state legislature in
Magdeburg for 10 years and
the co-leader of AfD’s parlia-
mentary group there since
2022. He built a social media
following as a critic of restric-
tions imposed during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Alongside his image as a
young and energetic politi-
cian, Siegmund has frequent-
ly harked back to the past. He
said during the campaign that
voters want “the old, safe
Germany back.”

Born on October 25, 1990,
weeks after German reunifica-
tion, he has also catered to lin-
gering nostalgia for life in

communist East Germany
among some voters -- notably
with campaign rides on
Simson mopeds, which were
produced in the east. On
Sunday, he arrived at the
polling station in his home-
town of Tangermunde on one
of the machines.

AfD’s use of the mopeds has
drawn criticism from the
Simson family, whose Jewish
ancestors were expropriated
by the Nazis in the 1930s and
fled to the US

The party’s regional branch
in Saxony-Anhalt is one of
several classified by the
domestic intelligence agency
as a proven right-wing
extremist group.

Siegmund was a partici-
pant at a 2023 meeting in
Potsdam at which a promi-
nent member of the extrem-
ist Identitarian Movement

presented his “remigration”
vision for deportations of
immigrants — a gathering
that drew large protests
when it came to light a few
months later. Siegmund was
removed as head of the state
legislature’s social affairs
committee, though he disput-
ed any wrongdoing and said
his presence didn’t mean
an endorsement.

During a recent television
debate, incumbent state gov-
ernor Sven Schulze was asked
whether Siegmund is a right-
wing extremist.

“I don’t want to judge that
as far as he personally is con-
cerned, and I can’t either,”
Schulze replied. “But I know
who he surrounds himself
with.” The governor added
that there were “very extreme
people” in Siegmund’s orbit.
AfD vehemently rejects accu-

sations of extremism. Last
month, Siegmund said that
“no one here needs to be
afraid, quite the contrary.
Every honest person in
Saxony-Anhalt will benefit
from an AfD-led Government.”

Siegmund “manages to
come over as likeable, open,
always smiling,” said
Wolfgang Merkel, a political
science professor with the
WBZ Berlin Social Science
Centre, adding that he avoids
the often abrasive and overtly
provocative or ideological lan-
guage of some other promi-
nent AfD figures.

“He is avoiding major con-
flicts at present; that doesn’t
have to mean that he is a mod-
erate or conservative. He isn’t,”
Merkel said before the elec-
tion. He said that “whether he
can govern is something he
still has to prove. (AP)
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FM Sitharaman discusses
trade with IMF’s Dy MD

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday met
IMF Deputy Managing Director Nigel Clarke and
discussed bilateral engagement as well as the outlook
for the Indian and global economies. During the
meeting, Sitharaman and Clarke discussed India-IMF
relations and appreciated India’s role in supporting the
South Asia Regional Training and Technical Assistance
Center (SARTTAC). Both sides emphasised the
importance of continued India-IMF engagement in
strengthening macroeconomic cooperation, supporting
sound policies and contributing to greater regional and

global economic resilience.

(PTI)

Gold falls 3650 per 10g in
Delhi amid weak global cues
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Gold prices began the week on a muted note, falling
%650 to %1,60,250 per 10 grams in the national Capital
on Monday as a bearish global trend weighed on

domestic sentiment.

The yellow metal of 99.9 per cent purity had ended at
%1,60,900 per 10 grams on Friday.

However, silver remained unchanged at ¥2,40,500 per
kilogram (inclusive of all taxes) for the second straight
session, according to local traders.

“Gold remained under pressure after stronger-than-
expected US jobs data increased expectations of a
September Fed rate hike, with markets now awaiting this
week’s Producer Price Index and Consumer Price Index
data for further policy clues,” said Gaurav Garg, Head of

Research at brokerage platform Lemonn.

(PTI)
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Air India must rebuild safety, trust: Chandrasekaran

ASHOKE RAJ M New Delhi

Air India must restore passen-
ger confidence, strengthen
safety standards and improve
financial discipline as it enters
anew phase underincoming
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director Tewolde
Gebremariam, Tata Sons
Chairman and Air India
Chairman N Chandrasekaran
said on Monday.

Addressing employees ata
town hall, Chandrasekaran
introduced Gebremariam,
who will succeed Campbell
Wilson as the airline’s chief
executive. Chandrasekaran
said rebuilding trust among
passengers would be one of Air
India’s most important prior-
ities. He said the airline should
aim to have a safety record
that is “better than the best”.

He identified safety, cus-
tomer confidence, operational
performance and cost control
as the key priorities for the
airline’s next phase. He also
called on employees to
develop greater awareness of
costs across the organisation.

The comments come as
Air India faces significant
operational and financial
challenges. Chandrasekaran
said the airline had experi-
enced a particularly difficult
period over the past 18
months because of geopolit-
ical tensions, airspace restric-
tions, fluctuations in fuel
prices and the fatal Al171 acci-

Al

dent. The June 2025 crash of
an Air India Boeing 787 shortly
after  take-off from
Ahmedabad claimed 260
lives and resulted in extensive
scrutiny of the airline’s safety
practices. The carrier has also
faced regulatory concerns
related to operational and
compliance procedures.

Air India’s financial per-
formance has added to the
pressure on the manage-
ment. The Air India Group
reported a loss of more than
$2 billion in the financial year
ended March 2026, compared
with about $1.13 billion a year
earlier, according to
Singapore Airlines, which
holds a 25.1 per cent stake in
the enlarged group.

The airline has remained
loss-making since the Tata
Group took control of Air
India in January 2022.

Chandrasekaran has said
the transformation of Air
India could take between
five and 10 years. The Tata
Group has undertaken exten-
sive investment in aircraft,
cabin upgrades, technology
and the integration of Air
India with Vistara.

The group also has more
than 500 aircraft on order,
creating substantial future
expenditure while the airline
works to improve its financial
position. Air India has been
considering measures to
defer some aircraft deliveries
as it seeks to manage costs.

Gebremariam, who previ-
ously headed Ethiopian
Airlines Group, said Air India
had a strong heritage and sig-
nificant potential.

“If we do the right things at
the right time, the sky is the
limit,” he told employees.

In reference to US
President Donald Trump’s
“Make America Great Again”
slogan, he also said, “We will
Make Air India Great Again.”

Gebremariam said he had
first encountered Air India
while working in Mumbai in
the 1990s and remembered it
asone of the leading airlines
in the industry. He said his
objective would be to help
restore the carrier’s position.

Safety, he said, would be
the foundation of that effort.

“Safety-first culture has to
be the number one priority,”
Gebremariam said, while
encouraging employees to
raise concerns when they
identify potential risks.

“If something is not right,
it should be stopped,” he
said. He also stressed the
importance of improving day-
to-day operational perfor-
mance. According to
Gebremariam, punctual
flights, reliable baggage han-
dling and clean aircraft would
be essential to improving
the customer experience.

“We need to minimise dis-
ruptions and when they do
occur, handle them profes-
sionally and take care of our
customers,” he said.

The new CEO said Air India
had already undergone con-
siderable groundwork but
warned that further progress
would depend on the work-
force. “We cannot bring about
meaningful change without

the commitment of our
people,” he said. Gebremariam
was appointed to lead Air
India on August 5 after a selec-
tion process overseen by a
board committee. He becomes
the second foreign chief exec-
utive to head Air India since its
privatisation. He spent more
than 36 years with Ethiopian
Airlines, joining the carrier in
1985 and eventually becoming
its group chief executive in
2011. He remained in the role
for more than a decade, during
which the airline expanded its
fleet, network and cargo oper-
ations.

His tenure also included
major crises. In 2019,
Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302
crashed shortly after take-off
from Addis Ababa, killing all
157 people aboard. Following
the accident, Ethiopian
Airlines grounded its Boeing
737 MAX aircraft before
similar measures were
adopted by regulators in
major aviation markets.

Gebremariam now takes
charge of an Air India that is
considerably larger and more
complex than the airline that
existed before the Tata Group
takeover. His immediate task
will be to improve reliability
and safety while addressing
persistent losses and manag-
ing an ambitious fleet expan-
sion. The airline is also facing
fresh scrutiny following an
incident involving an Air India
A320 flying from Phuket to

New Delhi on August 4, and
in the past planes accident
and Ahmedabad crash is also
under investigation.
Outgoing CEO Campbell
Wilson, who oversaw Air
India’s transformation after
the Tata Group takeover, told
employees that the airline’s
transformation would contin-
ue under the new leader-
ship. Wilson said he would
remain Air India’s “biggest
cheerleader from the side-
lines” and expressed confi-
dence in Gebremariam’s
ability to lead the airline.
During Wilson'’s tenure, Air
India completed the merger
with Vistara and consolidat-
ed Tata Group’s airline oper-
ations. The carrier also began
a major fleet renewal pro-
gramme.Tata Group acquired
Air India from the Indian gov-
ernment in January 2022.
Singapore Airlines later
acquired a 25.1 per cent stake
in the enlarged airline
group, with Tata Sons
retaining control. For
Chandrasekaran, Air India’s
revival remains a major
project as he prepares to
step down as Tata Sons chair-
man when his current term
ends on February 20, 2027.
For Gebremariam, the imme-
diate challenge will be to
turn years of investment and
restructuring into improved
safety, operational reliability,
passenger confidence and
sustainable finances.

Goyal promises 100% funding for medical device testing

BMW India launches first

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Monday pitched for
development of high-quality
medical devices for global cus-
tomers, and said the Government
is ready to provide 100 per cent
fund for the acquisition of testing
equipment.

Addressing two events of the
pharma industry in New Delhi, he
said domestic firms should bring
technology partnerships, encour-
age joint ventures, and invite
global innovators and large
pharma companies to India.

“We must develop a critical com-
ponent ecosystem by strengthen-
ing our domestic capabilities with
high quality. We must create shared
testing infra facilities where these
equipment can be tested, bench-
marked to the best in the world,
certify and demonstrated to global
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customers. “From BIS (Bureau of
Indian Standards), we are willing to
support 100 per cent cost of the best
testing equipment for your equip-
ment...100 per cent Government of
India will fund the acquisition of
testing equipment...demand from
us, there is no proposal from you.
And we’ll set up the most modern
labs,” Goyal said.

He also called for improving
design, copyrights, patent laws,
and the IPR (intellectual property
right) ecosystem so that interna-

tionally people look up to come to
India and India can become a
global hub of innovation because
the country has a huge cost advan-
tage. “We must bring technology
partnerships, we must have better
buyer and seller relationship, we
must encourage joint venture...\We
must co-design, and co-develop
licence wherever required...look
for joint R&D centres with other
countries,” he added.

The minister further called upon
insurers and health-tech compa-
nies to build products and plat-
forms that make the patient
journey more seamless, and ensure
timely reimbursements.

He suggested the industry to
train and certify caregivers and
develop a skilled workforce
capable of providing healthcare of
international standards; and
encourage more hospitals to
publish honest and transparent
treatment packages.

locally produced 15 LWB

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

BMW India has launched the first-
ever i5 Long Wheelbase (LWB),
marking a significant step in the
German automaker’s local electri-
fication strategy.

The sedan is BMW’s first locally-
produced electric model and
only its second electric car to be
manufactured in India, rolling off
the line at BMW Group Plant
Chennai, with deliveries
starting immediately.

The i5 LWB is priced at ¥79.6 lakh
(ex-showroom), with BMW India
Financial Services offering EMIs
starting at¥79,999 per month and a
55 per cent guaranteed buyback
after four years. An exclusive First
Edition, limited to 99 units, sold out
entirely before the official launch.

THE FIRST-EVER

BMW i5 LWB

Hardeep Singh Brar, President
and CEO, BMW Group India, called
the launch a defining statement of
the company’s India strategy, com-
bining electrification with long-
wheelbase luxury.

With local manufacturing now
anchoring its EV push, BMW is
betting that Indian buyers are ready
to pay a premium for chauffeur-
driven electric luxury.

Sensex drops 382 points amid elevated crude prices

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Benchmark stock index
Sensex dropped by 382 points
on Monday due to selling in
metal, IT and oil and gas
shares amid rising crude
prices, escalation in US-Iran
hostilities and fears of a US
rate hike.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped 382.62 points, or
0.50 per cent, to settle at
76,132.81, with 23 of its con-
stituents ending lower and
seven with gains. During the
day, it declined 544.91 points,
or 0.71 per cent, to a low of
75,970.52. The 50-share NSE
Nifty declined 118.55 points, or
0.50 per cent, to end at
23,779.15, dragged by losses in
Infosys, Reliance Industries
and State Bank of India.

Among the 30 Sensex firms,
Infosys fell the most by 3.81
per cent. Tech Mahindra fell

by 1.96 per cent, Tata Steel by
1.85 per cent, Bajaj Finserv by
1.57 per cent, UltraTech
Cement by 1.41 per cent and
Tata Consultancy Services by
1.28 per cent.

Larsen & Toubro, Bharti
Airtel, Maruti and Power Grid
were among the winners.

Crude oil prices breached
USD 97 per barrel due to
fresh US-Iran attacks in the
Strait of Hormuz. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
gained more than 1 per cent
to trade at $97.41 per barrel.

“Markets remained under
intense selling pressure on
Monday, extending the
ongoing corrective phase
amid persistent geopolitical
concerns and fear over a
possible US interest rate
hike,” Ajit Mishra, SVP -
research, Religare Broking.

“Indian equity markets
ended lower as elevated
crude oil prices and persistent
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geopolitical uncertainty con-
tinued to weigh on investor
sentiment. Markets remained
under pressure throughout
the session amid sustained
risk-off positioning,” Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money, an
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online trading and wealth
tech firm, said.

Broader markets also
declined as the BSE MidCap
Select index fell 0.84 per
cent, while the SmallCap
Select index dropped 0.15

points. Among the BSE sec-
toral indices, Focused IT
tanked 2.17 per cent, followed
by IT (2.11 per cent), Realty
(1.45 per cent), Metal (1.36
per cent), PSU Bank
(1.09 per cent), Commodities
(0.83 per cent) and FMCG
(0.65 per cent).

Healthcare, Industrials and
Telecommunication were the
winners. “Indian equities
ended Monday’s session
lower despite a rebound in
most Asian equities as rising
crude prices amid escalating
US-Iran conflict and renewed
concerns over US interest
rates weighed on sentiment.
India VIX advanced 5.62 per
cent, underscoring growing
investor caution and expec-
tations of heightened market
volatility in the near term,”
Hariselvan Radhakrishnan,
Founder & CEO of HST
Wealth, a Research Analyst
firm, said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Markets regulator Sebi on
Monday extended the dead-
line for existing Angel Funds
to comply with the accred-
ited investor mandate by
nearly seven months to
March 31, 2027.

The move comes after
representations from the
Alternative Investment Fund
(AIF) industry seeking addi-
tional time for Angel Funds
to comply with the revised
regulatory framework.

Earlier, Angel Funds regis-
tered with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) on or before
September 10, 2025, were
required to implement the
accredited investor mandate
by September 8, 2026. In a

circular, the regulator said

these funds can now contin-
ue to offer investment
opportunities to non-accred-
ited investors until March 31,
2027, subject to a limit of 200
such investors.

However, from April 1,
2027, these Angel Funds will
not be allowed to
accept contributions from
non-accredited investors

Sebi extends deadline for Angel Funds to
comply with accredited mvestor mandate

for investment in an
investee company.

Sebi clarified that existing
investors will continue to
hold their investments
already made in the
Angel Fund in accordance
with the terms of the
private placement memo-
randum (PPM) and other
fund documents.

RBI mops up 6 lakh crore in
2 auctions with mixed response

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India on
Monday mopped up over %6
lakh crore of excess funds
from the banking system in
two auctions, which saw an
underwhelming response
from banks despite surplus
liquidity. The 30-day vari-
able rate reverse repo (VRRR)
auction announced last
week received a tepid
response from banks, and
the central bank announced
another auction in the first
half of the day.

As against %7 lakh crore of
notified amount, the first
auction received a tepid
response, with bids of just
over 32,59 lakh crore being
received for the 30-day VRRR,
according to an official
statement.

The bids for the 30-day VRRR
were accepted at the cut-off
and weighted average rate of
5.24 per cent, according to the
RBI. Soon afterwards, the RBI
announced an overnight VRRR
auction with a notified amount
of %5 lakh crore, which was
completed at 1130 hrs.

Market response to the
second auction was a tad
better, with bids of %3,53,390
crore received, which
amounts to over 70 per cent
of the notified amount, indi-
cating that lenders are com-
fortable parking funds for a
shorter tenure.

Rupee falls 7 paise to close at 94.50 against US dollar

JLR to cut around 4,000 jobs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The rupee fell 7 paise to close at
94.50 (provisional) against the
American currency on Monday as
surging crude oil prices and global
headwinds offset the support from
strong FCNR dollar inflows.

Forex traders said the rupee saw
modest gains in initial trade on
foreign inflows, but a negative
trend in domestic equities and
rising crude oil prices weighed on
investor sentiment.

At the interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened at 94.40
against the US dollar. During the day,
the local unit touched an intraday
high of 94.38 and a low 0f 94.50. The
rupee finally settled at 94.50 (pro-
visional), down 7 paise from its
previous close.

On Friday, the rupee settled
higher by 8 paise at 94.43 against
the US dollar.

“The Indian rupee traded flat to
positive on foreign inflows and a
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soft dollar. However, a weak tone
in domestic markets and a surge in
crude oil prices capped sharp
gains,” said Anuj Choudhary,
Research Analyst, Mirae Asset
ShareKhan.

According to Choudhary, the
rupee is likely to trade with a pos-
itive bias on optimism over foreign
inflows and a weak dollar.

“Iran said that the deal with
Oman regarding the Strait of
Hormuz is in its final stages. This
may ease crude oil prices, which
may further support the rupee.
However, tensions between the
US and Iran may continue to
pressurise the rupee at higher
levels. Investors may now focus
on inflation data from the US
and India,” he said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at 98.90, lower
by 0.27 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil bench-
mark, was trading higher by 0.58
per cent at $96.84 per barrel
in futures trade.

On the domestic equities market
front, Sensex dropped 382.62 points
to settle at 76,132.81, while Nifty fell
118.55 points to 23,779.15.

globally in next two years

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Tata Group’s British luxury car-
maker Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) on
Monday said it will reduce its
global workforce by around 4,000
roles over the next two years.

The company, a subsidiary of
Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles
Ltd, said it is targeting approxi-
mately £1.7 billion of savings over
the next two years to reduce its
break-evens towards 300,000
units. JLR currently employs
43,000 people globally.

The savings are designed to
enhance |LR’s ability to deliver
sustainable profitable growth,
against the backdrop of increas-
ingly competitive and rapidly
changing markets and continuing
geo-political uncertainty.

The programme will reduce
organisational complexity, and
underpin the commitment to

e PR
R\ ~ROVER )
invest between £15-18 billion in
electrification, digital technolo-
gies, advanced manufacturing
and enhanced customer experi-
ences over the next 5 years.

“As a result, JLR will reduce its
global workforce by around 4,000
roles over the next two years. The
reduction, which is not expected
to impact direct manufacturing
jobs, will be achieved through vol-
untary means wherever possible,”
aregulatory filing by Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles said.
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Innovation can take ayurveda
to new heights, says Jadhav

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Union Minister of State (I/C)
for Ayush and Union Minister
of State for Health & Family
Welfare, Prataprao Jadhav,
addressed the curtain-raiser
press conference for the 11th
Ayurveda Day 2026 at the
National Media Centre, New
Delhi. The event marked the
commencement of the
nationwide campaign
leading up to Ayurveda Day.

The main Ayurveda Day
celebrations will be held on
23 September 2026 in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, with “Ayurveda
for a Healthier Tomorrow” as
its theme, reflecting the vision
of connecting India’s rich
Ayurvedic heritage with the
evolving healthcare needs of
the future.

In his address, Union
Minister Prataprao Jadhav
highlighted that the world is
increasingly looking towards
preventive healthcare,
healthy lifestyles, nutrition,
wellness and holistic health,
areas where India has arich
tradition and experience.
He emphasised that
Ayurveda Day is not merely

an occasion to celebrate
India’s heritage, but an
opportunity to connect this
heritage with the health
requirements of the future.
In line with the vision of
Viksit Bharat under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Prataprao
Jadhav highlighted the need
for a healthcare approach
where health goes beyond
treatment of disease and
encompasses healthy habits,
appropriate diet and daily
routines, mental balance
and harmony with nature.
Jadhav emphasised the
important role of the media

in disseminating accurate,
evidence-based and simple
information on Ayurveda
to the public. He called
upon the media to support
the campaign and take the
message of Ayurveda to
homes, schools and col-
leges, young people includ-
ing Gen Z, and rural and
urban communities.
Professor Sanjeev Sharma,
Vice-Chancellor, National
Institute of Ayurveda (NIA),
Jaipur, highlighted the key
features of Ayurveda Day
2026, which will focus on
evidence-based Ayurveda,
research and innovation,

integrated healthcare, and
community wellbeing and
sustainable living. He also
outlined the major pro-
grammes planned for the
occasion, including the
National Dhanwantari
Ayurveda Awards 2026,
along with key initiatives
such as new programmes at
NIA Jaipur, safety dossiers on
medicinal plants, Standard
Treatment Guidelines for
skin diseases, a report on the
Ayush Services Sector, and
Ayush Vision 2030, besides
exchange of MoUs and other
activities.

The Curtain Raiser pro-
gramme was also attended
by Alarmelmangai D, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Ayush;
Satyajit Paul, DDG, Ministry of
Ayush; Dhirendra Ojha,
Principal DG, PIB; senior offi-
cials of the Ministry of Ayush,
Central Council for Research
in Ayurvedic Sciences
(CCRAS), All India Institute of
Ayurveda (AllA), Delhi,
National Institute of
Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur, and
Morarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga (MDNIY);
and representatives of the

media, among others.

GAIL, Petronet LNG host MC Plus Hyderabad Connect

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
Hyderabad

GAIL (India) Limited, India’s
integrated energy major,
Petronet LNG Limited, and
MC? Foundation, in associa-
tion with iTIC Incubator of IT
Hyderabad, organised ‘MC?
Plus IGNITE Hyderabad
Connect’ at IIT Hyderabad.
Anil K Khandelwal, former
CMD, Bank of Baroda, deliv-
ered the keynote address.
The event was graced by
Deepak Gupta, Chairman &
Managing Director, GAIL
(India) Limited, Akshay Kumar
Singh, MD & CEO, Petronet
LNG Limited, Professor BS
Murty, Director, IIT
Hyderabad and Ayush Gupta,
Director (HR), GAIL.
Speaking on the occasion,
keynote speaker Anil K
Khandelwal said that innova-
tion dies quietly in fearful
organisations. True transfor-
mation is never driven by a
single initiative; it is built
through a culture of cus-
tomer-centricity, technolo-
gy, experimentation and con-
tinuous learning.
Addressing the gathering
at the MC? IGNITE event,
Deepak Gupta, CMD, GAIL,
said thatIndia is ata “remark-
able inflexion point”, with
rapidly growing energy

requirements alongside its
ambition to become a devel-
oped economy, ensure
affordable and reliable
energy, build globally com-
petitive industries and meet
its climate commitments.
Speaking on the occasion,
Akshay Kumar Singh, MD &
CEO, Petronet LNG Limited,
said, “MC?+ Ignite in con-
necting India’s energy indus-

try with the startup and inno-
vation ecosystem, with a
focus on leveraging digital
technologies such as Al,
advanced sensors, robotics
and digital twins to make LNG
infrastructure smarter, safer,
more reliable and efficient.”

Speaking in the program,
Professor BS Murty, Director,
IIT Hyderabad shared, “lIT
Hyderabad has always placed

innovation at the forefront of
its academic and research
ecosystem, with a strong
focus on translating ideas
into solutions that create
meaningful impact for society
and the nation.”

Addressing students and
start-ups, Ayush Gupta,
Director (HR), GAIL, said,
“MC?+ Ignite would not only
fund innovative ideas but
would empower innovators
to shape India’s
energy future.

The event also featured an
engaging panel discussion
on innovation and the
startup ecosystem, moderat-
ed by Murali Talasila, Ground
Game Health, with participa-
tion from Vaibhav Kaushik,
Nawgati, G Prasad Babu,
GCRS, Milesh Dongre,
EyeROV, Varun Kumar, Detect
Technologies, Bhuvanesh
Kumar Sharma, VDT Pipeline
Integrity Solutions Pvt Ltd
and Vishwas Chandra Khan,
Vasitars.

Speaking at the event,
Sandeep Maheshwari, CEO,
MC? Foundation, said that
MC? Plus is India’s flagship
energy innovation accelera-
tor, envisioned by the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoPNG) in col-
laboration with leading
energy-sector organisations.

CBI chargesheets Reliance ADA Group in 9,000 crore scam case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The CBI on Monday filed a
supplementary chargesheet
against three ex-executives of
the Reliance ADA Group in
connection with the 39,280
crore Reliance Commercial
Finance Ltd scam case, the
agency said in a statement.
The latest action came
against the firm’s group man-
aging director Amitabh
Jhunjhunwala, Reliance
Capital chief financial officer
Amit Bapna, and Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd company
secretary Ramesh Shenoy.
The agency named 14 more
entities in the supplementary
chargesheet filed before a
special CBI court in Mumbai.
“The CBI has filed the first
supplementary chargesheet
today in the Reliance

Commercial Finance Ltd.
(RCFL) case... including three
executives of the Reliance
ADA Group, namely Amitabh
Jhunjhunwala, Group
Managing Director of the
Reliance ADA Group; Amit
Bapna, CFO, RCL; and Ramesh
Shenoy, Company Secretary,
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd,”
an agency spokesperson said
in a statement.

The list of accused by the

CBI includes eight compa-
nies - Reliance Power Ltd, Big
Flicks Pvt Ltd, Reliance Big
Entertainment Pvt Ltd,
Reliance Communications
Ltd, Kunjbihari Developers
Pvt Ltd, Reliance Venture Asset
Management Pvt Ltd, Reliance
Broadcast Network Ltd and
Reliance Telecom Ltd.

Six bank officials associat-
ed with Bank of Baroda,
Punjab National Bank and

Indian Overseas Bank are
also named as accused, the
spokesperson said in a
statement. No immediate
reaction was available from
the company.

“The accused have been

chargesheeted for offences of

criminal conspiracy, crimi-
nal misappropriation and
cheating under the IPC, along
with offences under the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988,” the spokesperson said.

In its chargesheet, the CBI
said that its probe has so far
revealed that funds borrowed
by Reliance Commercial
Finance Ltd were allegedly

diverted to the extent of

%6,229.54 crore through inter-
mediary and conduit entities
to various Reliance ADA Group
companies.

The diversion, it said, violat-
ed the terms and conditions

governing such borrowings
and caused wrongful loss to
the lending banks and finan-
cial institutions and corre-
sponding wrongful gain to the
accused and related entities.

The CBI registered the case
based on complaints from
Bank of Maharashtra and
other public sector banks in
the consortium, which
allegedly suffered a loss of
39,280 crore.

“The first chargesheet was
filed in the case on 07.07.2026
against seven accused
persons. With the filing of the
present supplementary
chargesheet, a total of 24
accused persons, including
individuals and companies,
have been chargesheeted in
the case so far. The further
investigation is continuing
to look into the role of other
accused,” the CBI said.

Delegation of employees from various public sector banks, led by Girish Arya, Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS)
calls on Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday in Delhi

PIONEER PHOTO

ONGC chairman selection: 7 candidates in second round

BSES bags 3 awards at Bharat Electricity 2026

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

BSES won three prestigious
awards at the Bharat
Electricity Leadership
Honours, held as part of
Bharat Electricity, POWER-
GEN India & Indian Utility
Week 2026, spotlighting
leadership, operational
excellence and sustainable
innovation in the power dis-
tribution sector.

The awardees were select-
ed by an eminent jury of
power-sector leaders and
experts, and the awards were
presented by Shripad Yesso
Naik, Minister of State for
Power and New & Renewable
Energy, Government of
India. Ghanshyam Prasad,
Chairperson, Central
Electricity Authority, was also
present on stage.

HARAT ELECTRICITY =~

DISTRIBUTION LEADER OF THE YEAR

Amal Sinha, Director &
Group CEO, BSES, was named
‘Distribution Leader of the
Year’, recognising a leader-
ship journey marked by
vision, institution-building
and transformative impact.

Under Sinha’s leadership,
BSES has continued to move
beyond the conventional role
of a power distribution utility,

with a growing focus on
clean energy, battery energy
storage, digital intelligence,
grid resilience and consumer-
centric innovation.

BRPL, meanwhile, was
named ‘State Distribution
Utility of the Year’ for its sus-
tained focus on operational
excellence, reliability, tech-
nology-led transformation

and consumer service. BRPL
also received the ‘Best
Sustainable Power
Distribution Project of the
Year’ award for its pioneering
1MVA SFg-Free Underground
11 kV Substation.

Abhishek Ranjan, CEO,
BRPL, accompanied by Team
BRPL, received both awards
on behalf of the company.
Amal Sinha joined the team
on stage for the ‘State
Distribution Utility of the
Year’ recognition.

Together, the three
awards underline BSES’
continuing journey of
transformation, with lead-
ership, innovation, sustain-
ability and operational
excellence at the heart of
its efforts to build a safer,
smarter, greener and
future-ready power
distribution network.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Seven candidates shortlisted for the top
job at State-run Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) are likely to appear
before a search-cum-selection com-
mittee this week, as the Government
moves ahead with choosing a successor
to Chairman and Managing Director
Arun Kumar Singh, people familiar with
the selection process said.

The second round of interviews
comes after 18 applicants were screened
on August 18, with the field subse-
quently narrowed to seven.

The selection process has drawn
attention over a one-off relaxation in the
age eligibility criterion, allowing candi-
dates up to 59 years of age — a depar-
ture from the existing 58-year limit
and the recent relaxation to 60 years in
the case of State-run power producer
NTPC, as well as ONGC, in 2022.

Oil India Ltd Chairman and Managing
Director Ranjit Rath, who is seen as a

frontrunner, is among those shortlisted.
Rath, 54, is making a second attempt at
the ONGC top job after being shortlist-
ed last year, when the <Government
opted instead to extend Singh’s tenure.

The other shortlisted candidates
include ONGC Videsh Ltd Managing
Director Rajarshi Gupta, 59; ONGC
Director for Technology and Field
Services Vikram Saxena; ONGC Director
for Strategy and Corporate Affairs
Satyam Kumar; OVL Director for
Operations Dulal Halder; MRPL Director
(Finance) Devendra Kumar and Indian

Oil Corporation Director (Marketing)
SP Shrivastava, according to people
familiar with the process.

The Government earlier relaxed the
age criterion for the ONGC appoint-
ment, allowing applications from can-
didates who had not attained 59 years
on the date of occurrence of the
vacancy —December 7, 2026, when
Singh’s extended tenure ends.

Under the existing norms, the upper
age limit is generally 58 years for inter-
nal candidates and 57 years for external
candidates, while the superannuation
age for public-sector executives is 60.

Gupta’s shortlisting has raised ques-
tions because he will be about 59 years
and five months old on December 7,
making him ineligible under a literal
reading of the 59-year condition in the
advertisement. Candidates who chose
not to apply because they would cross
the age limit by the date of vacancy
could challenge the selection process if
Gupta is ultimately appointed, the
people said.

Scapia, Axis Bank launch
co-branded credit card

Bank of India felicitates Green
121st Foundation Day

Warriors at

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Thiruvananthapuram

As part of the celebrations
marking the 121st
Foundation Day of Bank of
India, the Bank of India,
Thiruvallam branch organ-
ised a special outreach pro-
gramme to felicitate the
Green Warriors - members
of the Haritha Karma Sena,
in recognition of their valu-
able contribution towards
maintaining a clean and sus-
tainable environment.

As part of the programme,
the Haritha Karma Sena
members were felicitated
and provided with QR tags,
as an initiative to promote
awareness about digital
banking and cashless trans-
actions among the commu-
nity. The initiative aims to
encourage the wider adop-
tion of secure and conve-
nient digital payment
methods and strengthen
financial and digital aware-
ness at the grassroots level.

The programme was

—on n —

chaired by Neil Suresh, Branch

Manager, and Sudheesh
Achuthan Nair, Chairman,
BNV Hospital, was the chief
guest of the programme.
Rajimol, Secretary, Haritha
Karma Sena, Punchakkari
Ward, expressed her grati-
tude to Bank of India for this
thoughtful gesture and for
recognising the valuable ser-
vices rendered by the Bank
of India. She appreciated
the Bank’s continued
support and initiatives,
which have encouraged and
helped the Haritha Karma
Sena members to strive

LA - \

towards becoming one of
the best-performing Haritha
Karma Sena units*.

The programme high-
lighted the Bank’s commit-
ment to extending its ser-
vices beyond traditional
banking and actively engag-
ing with local communities
through meaningful out-
reach initiatives. The contri-
bution of the Haritha Karma
Sena members towards
waste management, envi-
ronmental cleanliness and
sustainable development
was also acknowledged and

appreciated.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Scapia and Axis Bank on
Monday unveiled the Scapia
Axis Bank Credit Card,
designed for digitally savvy,
travel-first consumers.
Available on Mastercard and
RuPay networks, the card
brings payments, rewards
and travel together through
the Scapia app, enabling
customers to spend, book
travel and redeem rewards
seamlessly.

Cardholders can earn up to
20% rewards on eligible travel
bookings and up to 10% on eli-
gible everyday spends.
Rewards can be redeemed

B i
across flights, stays, visas,
experiences, shopping and
more on the Scapia platform.
The card also offers zero forex
markup, Smart Forex capabil-
ity and airport privileges
across lounges, dining and
premium retail. With no
joining or annual fee, cus-
tomers can access fully digital
onboarding and card manage-
ment through the Scapia app.

Anil Goteti, Founder and
CEO, Scapia, said, “With one
app to spend, book trips, and
earn rewards, we aim to
make travel more rewarding
and seamless. Together with
Axis Bank, we can bring this
experience to more Indians
across the country.”

ABHISHEK SONKAR H
New Delhi

State-owned NMDC will start
the commercial production
of thermal coal by October-
December period and looks
to sell around 1 MT of the dry
fuel within FY27, said
Amitava Mukherjee,
Chairman of India’s largest
iron ore mining player.
Under the Ministry of Steel,
Hyderabad-based NMDC
alone caters to the country’s
20 per cent need of iron ore
— a key raw material needed
to produce steel. In an inter-
view to PTI, Mukherjee said
the company has drawn a
road map up to 2030 to diver-
sify its mining operations to
support the Government’s
vision of Viksit Bharat.
“Right now, we are 99.9
per cent an iron ore
company. We aim to help
the growing industries in
the country with maximum
of their mineral needs,” the

chairman said, adding that

NMDC to begin commercial
coal production next quarter

this year the company will
begin the commercial
mining of thermal coal and
targets to sell a maximum of
1 MT of the commodity to
potential buyers.

“We have reached the coal
seam (of Tokisud North coal
mine), and the production
will start by next quarter,” the
chairman said. The company
will also start developing a
coking coal mine within FY27
to begin production as early
as FY28, he said.

“So this year, NMDC will
have coal to offer apart from
iron ore, and going forward
maybe from next fiscal coking

coal too,” Mukherjee said.
While thermal coal is used to
generate power, coking coal
is another important raw
material used to manufacture
steel. NMDC had earlier won
the Tokisud North coal mine
with reserves of 52 MT and
Rohne coking coal block with
191 MT reserves in Jharkhand
in an auction conducted by
the coal ministry.
Mukherjee said the
Tokisud North coal mine has
an annual peak rated capac-
ity of 2.3 million tonnes (MT)
and the Rohne coking coal
block has an 8 MT peak rated
capacity. (PTI')
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It’s always Plan A, there is no
Plan B for us: Satwiksairaj

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty do not believe in
a Plan B. Instead, the Indian badminton stars prefer to stick
to their strengths while making the necessary adjustments

to counter different opponents, a formula that helped them
conquer the China Masters.

The world No. 5 pair, who had finished runners-up at the
2023 and 2025 editions, stressed the importance of sticking
to their strengths while adapting their tactics according to
their opponents.

“It's always Plan A, there is no Plan B for us. It always
depends on the opponents. The Chinese want to play a fast
game. If you are playing with Malaysians and Indonesians,
they are not attacking,” Satwik said during a virtual

interaction on Monday. (PTI)

PCB starts inquiry concerning
conduct on tour of England

Duleep Trophy: Kishan’s 270 leads
East Zone to 708 against South Zone

G UNNIKRISHNAN M Chennai

Ishan Kishan battled humid condi-
tions to construct a monumental
270, reminding the selectors of his red-
ball credentials and propelling East
Zone to a mammoth 708 on the
second day of the Duleep Trophy final
against South Zone here on Monday.

Kumar Kushagra too struck his
sixth first-class hundred (101, 132b), a
shining support act for Kishan’s epic,
spanning 522 minutes and 334 balls
across nearly two days.

South Zone will start fresh on the
third day after plucking the final East
Zone wicket in the closing minutes of
the day. But the most compelling story
of the day was of Kishan, whose effort
came in the presence of three nation-
al selectors. Unfortunately, he could
not join an elite club of batters who
have scored triple hundreds in Duleep
Trophy — Raman Lamba (1987) and
Gagan Khoda (2001), but that would
not take any sheen out of his knock.

There was something very Virender
Sehwag-esque in his innings - the daz-
zling warmth, the effortless yet brutal
acceleration and the innate canniness
not to squander the benevolence of
conditions. Kishan’s first 100, which
came on the opening day, arrived in
122 balls but he took 148 balls for the
second hundred.

The slowdown was not forced by an
exceptional spell or a tough pitch but
a more deliberate attempt to wear

2
S
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The Pakistan Cricket Board on Monday said it has initiated
an internal inquiry amid spiralling media speculation of
disciplinary violations during the ongoing tour of England
from where seven players were called back after massive
losses in the first two Tests. In statement that did not any
specify violation or the individuals involved, PCB's media
head Aamir Mir announced that the Board has initiated the
inquiry owing to the media reports.
"The Pakistan Cricket Board has initiated an internal
disciplinary inquiry following media reports concerning
discipline and conduct, which are currently being reviewed
internally,” he said. “The PCB handles such matters in

accordance with its standard procedure. The process is being

conducted under PCB regulations, ensuring all concerned

individuals are given due consideration,” he added.

(PTI)

down the bowlers, and to give his side

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Chennai

Aware thatitis not easy
to cement a place in
the Indian Test XI !
amid “limited oppor- "
tunities”, Karnataka [
batter Devdutt /
Padikkal says he is /. r

thing for granted [ g if

despite back-to- \u J ‘Ja'
back hundreds in Imt’s
the tour of Sri Lanka.

Due to regular No.3 Sai |
Sudharsan’s foot injury, J
Padikkal got the chance to |
play two Test matches in Sri /
Lanka and he grabbed it with -
both hands by scoring 328
runs in three innings. /

i

DAILY SUDOKU

not taking any- /48 P

“You get limited oppor- / ”I
! S

i =
R g %4

the best chance to put on board a
total much beyond the opponents’
reach. The second first-class double
hundred of his career came in 270
balls, when he drilled part-time
spinner Devdutt Padikkal for a bound-
ary through the covers.

The only time he looked in discom-
fort was when left-arm pacer CV
Milind managed to ping on his
abdomen, which needed a quick
medical attention.

But the self-imposed lid on his

nothing taken for granted: Padikkal

tunities these days, and it’s not very

Nothing is taken for granted. Fo

scoring runs and keep contribut

I'll have my place,” Padikka
told JioStar.

runs, I think it always ben
efits the side. Test cricke

. day in and day out.”
Had Sudharsan no

DIFFICULTY RATING: YW WSS
HOW TO SOLVE IT

Sudoku is a logic
puzzle where you fill

a 9x9 grid so that
numbers 1 to 9

appear once in every

row, column, and 3x3

box, using elimination
and logical deduction-

no maths involved.

easy to cement a place in a side.

r

me, personally, | just want to keep

ing to wins for the Indian Test side.
As long as I'm doing that, I'm sure

1

“As long as | am scoring

t

is not the easiest format,
as we all know, so you
have to keep performing

t

been injured, doors
~ wouldn’t have opened

for Padikkal, who had
last played for India in
Perth in November 2024.
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ACROSS

1 Appeals for readjustment after pa, upset,
has left (5)

6 No big shout by a player? (5)

9 Looked around for things to pop smartly
into the shed (7)

10 Fishy female? (5)

11 Feel that southeast is around north? (5)
12 They can be tied at speed (5)

13 More or less antique silver or gold (7)
15 He has many a little cough (3)

17 One islet or eight, we hear (4)

18 N. American name for tin (6)

19 A rough diamond? Not Di! (5)

20 Gave a knowing look before being led

out (6)

22 English river or a part of Ireland (4)
24 Sorry to have said I'm out (3)

25 Tilted violently (7)

26 He has his own way of working in crim
(5)

27 Take the wrong seat on the left (5)

28 Apply for the job of president (3,2)

29 Smooth things over when dismissed at
the club (4,3)

30 How | am yours (5)

31 She hasn’t much money (5)

e

DOWN

2 Shouting like this is not exactly lordly (6)
3 Declare to be a sure thing (6)

4 Chuck’s bashful (3)

5 Starts showing love for writers (5)

— 7 The days | had ways (4)

ACROSS 22, Al-Ry. DOWN 17, Astor
3, Pro-st 23,Her-0 1, Issue 19, Banshee
8, A-St.-on 24, Pop star 2, Portray 20,8A-MB-I
10, Earth 26, B-all-et 4, Rain 21, DrIII.

o 29, Her ' 23, Harrier
11, Si-R 31, Inlet 5, See-saw 24, Petrol
12, Mi-ser 32, Sea room 6, Tar-E-s 25, Tea
13,Fustian 34,D-rake 7, Sto-Ic 27, Anger
15, Sepia 35,111 9, ‘Tis 28, Ledge
18, Rot 36, Let go 12, Mate-lot 30, V-Olga
19, Basics 37, Hedge 14, I-on gg nge
21, Danelaw 38, Eld-er 16, Piper !

8 At midnight, muddled heads get injured
(6)

12 Work at the bakery (5)

13 Is aware of swimmers getting a flying
start (5)

14 Discharged for nothing more than a
drunken doze (5)

15 A blowout for a seaman, as a rule? (5)
16 Beaten by one’s friend, a dunderhead!
(5)

18 Mark with two dots (5)

19 Roguery, evidently, is more than evil
(7)

21 Noted flower from a faraway island (6)
22 Discerning, unusual taste when out of
uniform (6)

23 Quarter of the country (6)

25 Meat can be a drug! (5)

26 Go yachting with Lisa (4)

28 Youngster brought up as an equal (3)

—
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batting came soon after going past the
double century. He raced to 200 to 250
in just 31 balls. Spinners Shreyas
Gopal and Tripurana Vijay suffered
most in this Easterly Jet Stream,
getting carted for two sixes each.
Kishan blasted 94 runs off 100
balls off Shreyas while Vijay leaked 70
runs off 88 balls, underlining the left-
hander’s domination. As it was on first
day, pulls and drives remained his
core run-making shots as 22 fours

Europe still untapped
market for cricket: Santner

DEVARCHIT VARMA B Mumbai

Europe still remains an
untapped market for cricket
and playing in tournaments
like the European T20
Premier Leagueisinawaya
contribution to the growth of
the game, New Zealand’s
Mitchell Santner said on
Monday. Santner is leading
the Edinburgh Castle Rockers
in the inaugural edition of
the ETPL with his team
perched atop the points
table with five wins and a no
result in six matches so far.

“Growing the game is the
most important part. It’s a
very untapped market in
Europe for cricket. If that
takes off, that is going to be
awesome,” Santner told PTI
in an exclusive interaction.

“...whatever we can do to
try to do that. Playing for
New Zealand is still a great
thing; ’'m still really proud to
do that and if we can grow
the game and these kind of
franchise leagues outside of
that, that’s perfect.”

“If it means that we can
come and play in beautiful
places, beautiful parts of the
world to try to grow the
game and put on a show for
some fans, I'm more than
happy to do that,” Santner

stepping up at various stages
and retaining the winning
combination has been the
reasons behind his team’s

success.
“Boys are gelling nicely
on and off the field, which is
nice. It’s great for the local
boys, the Scottish, Irish and
the Dutch boys to rub shoul-
ders with some internation-
al players,” Santner said.
“The standard has been
good and we’re only halfway.
We only got together three
days before the start of tour-
nament. We're still feeling it
out from the start, but the
boys have been really good
(with) different guys stepping
up at different stages in dif-

were made off them.

(PTI)

said. He said different players
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You get limited chances in Tests so

ferent games.” (PTI)

Gyaneshwari eyes new personal best

APARAJITA UPADHYAY B New Delhi

Commonwealth Games silver medallist
weightlifter Gyaneshwari Yadav is hoping to
carry her Glasgow experience into this month’s
Asian Games, where she has set her sights on
bettering her personal best.

The 23-year-old from Chhattisgarh produced
personal bests in both the snatch and clean and
jerk for a total of 199kg (88kg+111kg) that
handed her a silver medal in the 53kg catego-
ry at the Glasgow Games in July.

“The preparation is going good. | want to get
my personal best there. | had given my person-
al best of 199kg at the Commonwealth Games
and I will try and improve on that. “We haven’t
gotalot of time, just a month,” Gyaneshwari told
PTl in an interaction facilitated by SAI.

“I'will try to improve in snatch. Even if 'm able
to improve 1kg each in snatch and 1kg clean and
jerk, it will be an achievement for me. For an
athlete, getting a personal best is a huge thing.”

Gyaneshwari, who is training at the Netaji
Subhas National Institute of Sports in Patiala, also
hopes to use the experience of competing at the
Commonwealth Games to her advantage in
Japan. “The experience of CWG I will use in Asian

at Asian Games after Glasgow silver

Games,” she said.

However, she will face stiff competition at the
Asian Games, where traditional powerhouses
such as China, South Korea and North Korea will
be vying for the podium.

The Asian Games are scheduled to be held
across Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from September 19.

After the Asian Games, Gyaneshwari will
face increased domestic competition in the 53kg
category, as Olympic silver medallist Mirabai
Chanu, who currently competes in the 48kg-49kg
category, is set to move up to 53kg, which is the
starting weight for women at the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics. Asian Championships silver
medallist Bindyarani Devi has also said she will
drop down to 53kg after winning the 58kg
bronze at the Commonwealth Games in July.

However, Gyaneshwari, who won the 53kg
bronze at the Asian Championships earlier this
year, remains unfazed by the increased compe-
tition. “I started (weightlifting) seeing Mira didi
and now she is saying she will come to 53kg. |
will give my 100 per cent and put in all my effort.
Baaki competition toh chalta hi hai,” she said.

Gyaneshwari has grown increasingly comfort-
able in the 53kg category after initially struggling
to maintain her weight. (PTI)

India-Japan match important step in

cricket’s drive to become global: Saikia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

BCClI secretary Devaijit Saikia on Monday said the
historic one-off T20 International between
India and Japan this month will be a significant
moment in cricket’s journey to become a global
sport by connecting to a new audience.

India and Japan are set to lock horns for the
first time in a historic T201 in Japan on September
22, ahead of the men’s cricket competition at the
Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya. The Games will
start on September 19.

The match will be played at the Sano
International Cricket Ground in Tochigi
Prefecture. Played under the banner of the Suzuki
Cup, it will commemorate the 75th anniversary
of India-Japan diplomatic relations.

Saikia said the match is an effort of ICC chair-
man Jay Shah to take cricket to newer territo-
ries. “Cricket’s global journey is being shaped by
moments that take the game beyond its tradi-
tional boundaries. The India-Japan T201 match
on 22nd September,’26 is one such moment
taking international cricket to Japan, connect-
ing with a new audience and strengthening the
game’s presence in a region with immense
potential,” Saikia wrote on ‘X'.

“It is also an opportunity to recognise the
vision and groundwork laid by Shri Jay Shah
during his tenure as BCCI Secretary, and now as
ICC Chairman, in placing the global growth of
cricket firmly at the heart of the sport’s future.

“From expanding cricket into new territories
to building a stronger pathway towards the
Olympic movement, the ambition has always

been clear: make cricket more accessible, more
inclusive and truly global,” he added.

Saikia said BCCI is committed to working
towards making cricket a global sport.

“India-Japan is more than a cricket match. It
represents the direction in which our sport is
moving from a global ambition to a global
reality,” he said.

“The journey has begun. And there is much
more to come.” Ranked No.1, India are the reign-
ing T20 World Cup champions, while Japan are
placed 41st in ICC T20 rankings. The match will
also help India acclimatise to Japanese condi-
tions and give them valuable game time to fine-
tune combinations and build momentum ahead
of the Asian Games.
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CHANGE OF NAME
I, JINSAMOL holder of
passport number P6558519
do hereby change my name
to JINSAMOL LIBU MON.
| also under take to effect the
change in all my other public
documents.
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